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NACO BOARD CANCELS
2020 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
N

ACo will hold

a

remote Annual

Business Meeting July 20 in lieu of
the Annual Conference in Orange

County (Orlando), Fla. The Board of Directors
canceled the Annual Conference May 14 in
its first-ever remote meeting, following the
cancellation of the Western Interstate Region
Conference in Mariposa County, Calif.
A variety

of

concerns

driven

continuing

novel coronavirus

by

the

pandemic

motivated the cancellation. There is yet no

its June Annual Conference, which was also

meeting, July 13 at 4 p.m. ET, NACo will hold

telling when concerns might be alleviated

scheduled to take place in Orange County.

a virtual membership town hall, which will

regarding

All Annual Conference registration fees and

include a forum for second vice president

Orange County.

hotel reservations made through NACo’s

candidates, an overview of proposed bylaws

Annual Business meeting schedule

housing process will be returned to registrants,

amendments, a review of policy resolutions

with no action needed on their part.

and a status report on voting delegate

holding

mass

gatherings

in

• July 13, 4 p.m. ET: Membership Town Hall
• July 18: Nominating Committee Meeting

Business meeting attendees will vote for

credentials totals.

NACo’s second vice president candidates,

Two weeks ahead of the business meeting,

• July 19: Credentials Committee Meeting

currently Grant County, Okla. Commissioner

the NACo website will display all member

• July 20, 2 p.m. ET: Annual Business Meeting

Cindy

counties,

• July 21: Northeast and Central Regional
Representative Elections

Bobbitt

and

Will

County,

Ill.

credential

status

and

proxy

Board Speaker Denise Winfrey. NACo’s

status. Proxies have been updated to allow

Nominating Committee will meet July 18,

electronic authorization. Credential forms

the Credentials Committee will meet July

will be mailed to the chief elected officer of

Learn more at www.naco.org/Annual

19 and the elections for expiring Regional

each member county and the clerk of the

“They want us to come, but they have been

Representatives seats for the Northeast and

policy Board, a minor clarification to action

very, very supportive and understanding in

Central regions will be held July 21.

the Board took in 2013.

terms of all this discussion,” said President

The business meeting, set for July 20 at 2

The NACo Bylaws Committee and Board

Mary Ann Borgeson, adding that NACo was

p.m. ET, will be open to all NACo members,

are proposing several changes to clarify and

exploring options regarding returning to

who must complete a free registration

Orange County at some point. The Florida

process and complete their credentialing

Association of Counties had already canceled

process. A week

before

1

the

business

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

streamline the election credentials and voting processes.

resolutions passed at the 2020 Legislative Conference will be

In December 2019, NACo members voted on bylaws changes that

considered on an emergency-only basis after being vetted by policy

allowed the organization to move long-term reserves that had been

steering committee chairs and NACo’s executive committee.

reserved for building expenses to allow for investments that support,

With challenges related to travel and large gatherings across

enhance and protect long-term

the country, NACo is expanding access to its High Performance

stability, capacity services and operations of the association, allowing

Leadership Academy, the 12-week online professional development

NACo more financial flexibility to deal with crises.

program designed primarily for frontline county employees.

“These important changes to the bylaws allowed NACo to provide

“We expected that perhaps a lot of counties wouldn’t have the time,

for the organization in the event of a sudden financial need,” said

but the opposite has been happening,” said NACo Chief Financial

Past President Greg Cox, chairman of the Bylaws Committee. “Did

Officer Anna Amselle. “We’re looking at some of the other ways

we have a lot of foresight or what? We could not have known then

we can get some of the 1,700 other counties that haven’t taken

what we know now: That this fund would be implemented just four

advantage of the scholarship, into the program.”

months later with the coronavirus.”

https://www.naco.org/articles/naco-board-cancels-2020-annual-

Meanwhile, additional policy resolutions beyond the 125 approved

conference

by the Board at the 2019 Annual Conference and the 36 interim

Reginald Hardwick • July 3, 2020

C

NEW GUIDELINES FOR HIGH SCHOOL
SPORTS AMID COVID-19 RELEASED
HAMPAIGN – On Friday, the Illinois High School Association
released guidelines for allowing student athletes to practice
and play. It comes as the Illinois Department of Public Health

announced the number of confirmed coronavirus cases grew to
145,750 including 7,005 deaths.
Here are a few of the Phase 4 Return To Play Guidelines:
• Schools must maintain of a daily record and take the temperatures
of athletes before every practice.
• Any person with COVID-19 symptoms or a positive COVID-19 test
should not practice or play. They can only return after clearance

weight room equipment, bathrooms, athletic training room tables,

to do so from a physician.

etc. before the athletes arrive to use those facilities.

• Gatherings of 50 people are allowed indoors and outdoors but

• Students should not share water bottles.

they must be kept at a distance.

• No spitting or blowing of the nose allowed without a tissue.

• Locker rooms must maintain a capacity to keep people 6 feet
• No handshakes, high fives, fist bumps, hugs, etc. can happen

away from each other.

before or after a game.

• Appropriate clothing/shoes should be worn to minimize sweat
from transmitting onto equipment/surfaces in the weight room.

• Coaches and volunteers must wear masks.

• Students are encouraged to shower and wash their workout

• Schools should cap seating at games at 20% of capacity. Families

clothing immediately upon returning to home.

should allow 6 feet of distance between each other.

• Schools must wipe down and sanitize hard surfaces used by

Click here to read the complete guidelines from IHSA and IDPH.

athletes, including chairs, furniture in meeting rooms, locker rooms,
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T

RISE AND SHINE ILLINOIS
SUMMER MEAL PROGRAM
he Rise & Shine Illinois campaign is
a partnership between Share Our
Strength, the nation’s leading child

anti-hunger
organizations

organization
throughout

and

partner

Illinois.

The

campaign aims to end childhood hunger by
using proven strategies, including increasing
access to federally-funded child nutrition
programs including school breakfast and
summer meal programs.
The Summer Feeding Program is proudly
sponsored by the following organizations

Northern Illinois Food Bank

discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of

in

Greater Chicago Food Depository

Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue,

Illinois Coalition for Community Services

SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call

partnership with

the

United

States

Department of Agriculture and the Illinois
State Board of Education:
FSP, Archdiocese of Chicago Nutrition Services
Chicago Public Schools
Chicago Department of Family and Support
Services
Chicago Housing Authority
Eastern Illinois Food Bank

toll free (866) 632-9992 (Voice). Individuals

Illinois Hunger Coalition

who are hearing impaired or have speech

St. Louis Area Food Bank
In accordance with Federal Law and U.S.
Department

of

Agriculture

policy,

this

disabilities may contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or

institution is prohibited from discriminating

(800) 845-6136 (Spanish). USDA is an equal

on the basis of race, color, national origin,

opportunity provider and employer.

sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint of

HELP FOR ILLINOIS FAMILIES: RELIEF
FOR HOUSEHOLDS ACROSS THE STATE

C

ommunity Resource for those Experiencing Financial

utility bill assistance, water/sewer payment, employment training/

Hardship Due to COVID-19 Individuals and families in

placement, financial management, or temporary shelter.

Illinois who have been adversely impacted by COVID-19

https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/CommunityServices/

(e.g., financial hardship from being laid-off, furloughed, employer

HomeWeatherization/CommunityActionAgencies/Pages/

going out of business, etc.) may be eligible to receive financial

HelpIllinoisFamilies.aspx

assistance for the following needs: rental assistance, food, energy,
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HOUSE APPROVES SWEEPING
INFRASTRUCTURE BILL THAT INCLUDES
LIHTC, NMTC, HTC, RETC PROVISIONS

W

ASHINGTON–July 1, 2020–The House of Representatives

to address issues related to the COVID-19 pandemic, provide

today approved a sweeping infrastructure bill, voting to send

several basis boosts for LIHTC properties and provide $100 billion

the $1.5 trillion legislation to the Senate. The Moving Forward

in supplemental appropriations for various U.S. Department of

Act (H.R. 2) includes provisions to increase the annual 9 percent low-

Housing and Urban Development (HUD) programs. There would be

income housing tax credit (LIHTC) allocation amount, establish a

an additional $500 million NMTC allocation for the 2019 round (to $4

permanent 4 percent LIHTC rate, temporarily reduce the 50 percent

billion) and temporary increases for 2020 (to $7 billion) and 2021 (for

financed-by test for bond-financed housing to 25 percent, permanently

$6 billion). The HTC would be temporarily increased from 20 percent

extend the new markets tax credit (NMTC) at a $5 billion annual

to 30 percent through 2024 before beginning a phasedown back to
20 percent. The bill now moves to the Senate, where it is expected

allocation adjusted for inflation, temporarily increase the historic tax

to stall. However, provisions from the legislation may be included

credit (HTC) applicable percentage and delay the phasedown of the

in future legislation, such as the next COVID-19 response bill the

renewable energy investment tax credit (ITC) until 2026.

Senate is expected to consider later this month.

The bill would also provide a 150 percent first-year LIHTC award

July 4, 2020

MADISON COUNTY BOARD MEMBER CLINT
JONES DIES FRIDAY MORNING

W

ASHINGTON–EDWARDSVILLE — Madison County

Both committees chaired by Jones were responsible for

officials are mourning the loss of Board member

major projects. The Facilities committee oversees

who died early Friday. Clint Jones of Maryville

all county facilities, including the $14 million jail

died Friday morning at his home.

renovation. The Sewers committee oversees Special
Services Area No. 1, a user-funded, but county-

The republican started his first term as a board

managed sanitary sewer district that serves more

member in December 2016. He served on various

than 5,000 customers.

committees and currently served as chair of both the

Jones leaves behind a wife, Heather Mueller Jones,

Facilities and Sewer committees. “It is with great sadness

and three children. “Clint was a best friend,” County Board

we learned of Clint’s passing,” Chairman Kurt Prenzler said.
Prenzler said Jones recently suffered a mild heart attack.“I think this

member Chris Guy, R-Maryville, said. “He was always there when I

is a shock for everyone,” Prenzler said. Jones worked as the street

needed him. Clint was also a mentor to me and many others. Guy

superintendent in Maryville. He was also involved in the Kiwanis Club

said he spent a lot of time talking about politics, family and their faith.

as well as other service organizations. “Clint will be sorely missed,”

“His commitment to public service was second to nobody I have ever

Prenzler said. “His experience with the Village of Maryville public

known,” he said. “Clint was very proud of his children, he adored his

works department prepared him well for the county board and as a

wife Heather. My wife and I will cherish the time we had with him and

committee chair.”

his friendship.”
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T

hough we are unable to gather in person this year, the National

The 2020 NACo Annual Business Meeting as well as the membership

Association of Counties (NACo) is excited to host county

town hall are free to all NACo members. If you had previously

leaders from across the country virtually for the 2020 NACo

registered for the 2020 NACo Annual Conference and Exposition,

Annual Business Meeting on July 20 at 2 p.m. EDT, as well as a virtual

no further action is required on your part. You will be automatically

membership town hall on July 13 at 4 p.m. EDT.

registered for both the Annual Business Meeting and membership

The virtual NACo Annual Business Meeting will include the election

town hall. You will still receive a full refund of your Annual Conference

for 2nd Vice President and other officers, consideration of bylaws

registration fee. Click here to learn more.

amendments and other association business. Participation is
completely free for all NACo members.
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CENTERSTONE RECEIVES $2 MILLION GRANT
TO CONTINUE PROVIDING COMPREHENSIVE
COMMUNITY-BASED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

A

LTON – Centerstone, a national leader in behavioral health

• Decreased clients going to the emergency department for mental

care, recently announced it was awarded a $2 million

health issues by 58%

grant extension from the Substance Abuse and Mental

• Decreased clients involvement with the criminal justice system by 75%

Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) to expand and improve
community health care in Southern Illinois. The original grant was

The goal of this grant will be to continue providing a comprehensive scope

awarded in late 2018.

of services facilitating whole-person wellness and recovery, improving
the health status and outcomes for clients and applying a continuous

“The grant will continue to improve access to community behavioral

quality improvement approach to drive outcomes and improvements.

health services and will provide an array of integrated primary and
behavioral health care services, ensuring access to timely services

Services for this program will continue to be patient- and family-

and improving the health status and outcomes for clients engaged in

centered, recovery-oriented, wellness-focused, trauma-informed,

treatment,” said Nikki Dugger, integrated care manager at Centerstone.

and will integrate primary and behavioral care. This program will be

Since the implementation of this grant in 2019, Centerstone has done

used to increase access to and improve the quality of community

the following:

behavioral health services. It will expand services through the use
of evidence-based practices to provide comprehensive community-

• Decreased homelessness by 56% within our client population

based mental and substance use disorder services.

• Decreased clients being in a correctional facility by 70%

July 1, 2020

W

HOUSE APPROVES SWEEPING
INFRASTRUCTURE BILL THAT INCLUDES
LIHTC, NMTC, HTC, RETC PROVISIONS
ASHINGTON–July

1,

2020–The

temporarily increase the historic tax credit

round (to $4 billion) and temporary increases

House of Representatives today

(HTC) applicable percentage and delay

for 2020 (to $7 billion) and 2021 (for $6 billion).

approved a sweeping infrastructure

the phasedown of the renewable energy

bill, voting to send the $1.5 trillion legislation
to the Senate. The Moving Forward Act
(H.R. 2) includes provisions to increase
the annual 9 percent low-income housing
tax

credit

(LIHTC)

allocation

amount,

establish a permanent 4 percent LIHTC

investment tax credit (ITC) until 2026.
The bill would also provide a 150 percent
first-year LIHTC award to address issues
related to the COVID-19 pandemic, provide
several basis boosts for LIHTC properties

The HTC would be temporarily increased
from 20 percent to 30 percent through 2024
before beginning a phasedown back to 20
percent. The bill now moves to the Senate,
where it is expected to stall.

However,

rate, temporarily reduce the 50 percent

and provide $100 billion in supplemental

provisions from the legislation may be

financed-by test for bond-financed housing

appropriations for various U.S. Department

included in future legislation, such as the

to 25 percent, permanently extend the new

of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

next COVID-19 response bill the Senate is

markets tax credit (NMTC) at a $5 billion

programs. There would be an additional

expected to consider later this month.

annual allocation adjusted for inflation,

$500 million NMTC allocation for the 2019
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PRITZKER ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCES $250
MILLION IN ADDITIONAL RELIEF TO ASSIST
COMMUNITIES WITH COVID-19 EMERGENCY RESPONSE
State will disburse federal funding to communities seeking reimbursement for
emergency costs beginning in July

S

PRINGFIELD - Governor JB Pritzker
and
of

the

Illinois

Commerce

Department

and

Economic

Opportunity (DCEO) announced the State
will expedite a portion of Coronavirus
Relief Fund (CRF) dollars designated for
local governments by the federal CARES
Act. Through the Local Coronavirus Urgent
Remediation

Emergency

(Local

CURE)

Support Program, the State will take steps
to deploy $250 million to local governments
in the coming months. The additional state
relief funds will help local governments
secure reimbursement on eligible costs
associated with the emergency response to
the ongoing COVID-19 crisis.
nearly 100 counties across the state. In

More

counties, and local health departments

rules filed with the Joint Committee on

Local CURE Program’s funding will be

have stepped up to take on significant costs

Administrative Rules, DCEO has developed

distributed

throughout the COVID-19 pandemic – costs

a per capita and needs-based formula for

governments, and certified local public

no one could have planned or budgeted for,”

allocating the Local CURE funding.

health departments. Remaining funds will

said Governor Pritzker. “From the beginning

“The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted

be released by application to other units of

of this crisis, my administration has worked

budgets for communities and businesses

local government. The application-based

steadfastly

across

local

allotment will prioritize local governments

support to the communities hit hardest by

governments to choose between making

serving disproportionately impacted areas,

this virus. While there’s no question that

community investments and doing what

or DIAs, low-income zip codes that have had

more federal funds are needed to support

needs to be done to sustain an emergency

a significant number of cases of COVID 19

vital local services like education, the Local

response,” said Michael Negron, Acting

among residents.

CURE Program will provide much-needed

Director of DCEO. “Over the next several

relief for Illinois communities until an

weeks, we will establish a rigorous process

agreement is reached.”

to ensure this critical funding is distributed

In the coming weeks, DCEO will administer

equitably and expeditiously, helping those

funds from the Local CURE program to

communities hit hardest by the virus sustain

reimburse units of local governments in

their response.”

We

know

that

to

Illinois

provide

municipalities,

assistance

and

our

state—forcing

7

many

than

eighty-five

to

percent

municipalities,

of

the

county

In addition to Local CURE funds, DIA
communities will also receive additional
assistance as part of recently launched
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

million

“We appreciate the Governor and his Administration’s ongoing support

Business Interruption Grants (BIG) and $25 million Rebuild Distressed

during these unprecedented times for deploying programs from the

Communities programs.

Federal Cares Act to help those affected by the COVID,” said Jason

community

assistance

programs,

including

the

$540

Ashmore, President of the Southern Illinois Mayors Association and

Costs eligible for reimbursement are defined by the US Treasury and

Mayor of Sesser. “We will continue to work with the Governor and his

are those incurred due to the public health emergency response to

administration to address the economic shortcomings our communities

the COVID–19 pandemic. These costs include public safety, public

and businesses have endured as a result from the COVID-19 virus.”

health, PPE materials, and more. In the coming weeks, DCEO will
release a detailed process for local governments to submit eligible

In a process that will begin as early as July, local governments

costs for review. Costs must be incurred since March 1, 2020 and

will be able to make their claims and receive reimbursement on

may not be accounted for in the budget most recently approved as

eligible expenses. Municipalities, counties, and local public health

of March 27, 2020.

department allotments will be determined in rules. All other units of
local government are being encouraged to review and submit for an

“The local government response to the COVID-19 pandemic

application that will be made available on July 1 on DCEO’s website.

necessitated unanticipated and significant expenditures to provide

“As president of the Southwestern Illinois council of mayors we

essential public health and safety services to protect Illinois residents,”

appreciate the work that governor Pritzker and the DCEO Are doing,

said Joe McCoy, Executive Director of the Illinois State Association of

to work with local municipalities throughout the state, to provide

Counties. “Local officials throughout the state greatly appreciate the

funding and reimbursement for cost incurred due to COVID-19,” said

work of the General Assembly and Pritzker Administration to provide

Mark Kupsky, President of the Southwestern Council of Mayors and

significant funding through the Local CURES program. These critical

Mayor of Fairview Heights. “As a local Mayor, all of our cities have

funds are badly needed to help offset the costs to local governments

incurred unplanned expenses Related to fighting this pandemic,

associated with the emergency response.”

so the funds provided by the cure allotment will help us with

Only local governments outside Chicago-Cook and the collar

reimbursement of expenditures that our Cities have incurred.”

counties will be eligible for Local CURES funding; Cook, DuPage, Will,

For more information on the statewide COVID-19 response, visit

Kane, and Lake counties have already received direct allocations

coronavirus.illinois.gov

Coronavirus Relief Fund dollars under the federal CARES Act.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN YOUR COUNTY?
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
If you have an article you would like shared in the
next newsletter, email Ryan at

Ryan@FrontlineCo.com
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By Valerie Brankovic • Jun. 30, 2020

WHITE HOUSE VETERAN SUICIDE PREVENTION TASK
FORCE RELEASES NEW ROADMAP WITH FOCUS ON
INTERGOVERNMENTAL, COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

O

n

June

17,

the

interagency

White

veteran

House’s
suicide

prevention task force released a

two-year, $53 million strategy outlining
public

health

approaches

to

suicide

prevention, with emphasis on the special
needs of veterans. Publication of the
roadmap follows several convenings of task
force members throughout 2019 and early
2020, after President Trump’s Executive
Order directing the formation of the group.
The strategy centers broadly around multisector

action

steps

and

partnerships,

including creation of a national public health
campaign, improvements to federal suicide
local chambers of commerce, cities and

federal benefits – including health care,

governors’ offices, as well as the passage

housing and transition assistance programs

of local ordinances to raise awareness

– through county veteran service officers

around the issue of veteran suicide.

(CVSOs). Across the country, CVSOs in 36

under the roadmap include encouraging

The task force is expected to culminate

states and two Native American tribes

employers to provide mental health and

with the development of legislation in

process more than $22 billion annually

wellness

suicide-

Congress that authorizes new funding

in claims for direct compensation and

prevention training in different professions

for federal programs for veteran suicide

pension benefits for veterans – benefits

and promoting effective community-based

prevention. The timing of this proposal,

that

practices to prevent suicides.

however, remains unclear as legislators

during the COVID-19 pandemic.

surveillance and research, and greater
collaboration across federal, state and local
governments, along with business and
non-profit partners. Other steps outlined

practices,

Additionally,
immediate

the
steps

increasing

roadmap
for

state

outlines
and

local

governments to address veteran suicide in
our communities. Specific actions include

face the upcoming FY 2021 appropriations
deadline on September 30, 2020, as well
as a potential fifth legislative package to
address the COVID-19 crisis.

have

become

NACo

appreciates

focus

on

this

especially

the

serious

critical

administration’s
issue

in

our

communities and continues to weigh in on
federal proposals to support our veterans’

the creation of community partnerships

At the local level, counties help veterans

between state and local governments and

access a range of service-connected

9

health and well-being.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS UPDATE
The Fall Veto Session is scheduled for November 17-19 and December 1-3.

G

overnor Pritzker signed Senate Bill 516 into law, improving

COVID-19 Update

incentives for a Chicago casino. Other bills signed into

Illinois currently has had a total of 157,950 cases, including 7,251

law are: Senate Bill 1857 extending provisions of the

deaths. The statewide positivity rate is 3.1percent.

procurement code dealing with design-build construction and
certain government administration laws; Senate Bill 1937 dealing

Governor Pritzker modified his Restore Illinois plan this week

with school districts issuing bonds; and Senate Bill 2052 extending

to expand the number of regions, from four to eleven, to better

local TIF districts.

represent cohesive areas of the state. Based on metrics, the

The state’s minimum wage increased on July 1 from $9.25 to $10

administration can impose new mitigations, including prohibiting

an hour. In Chicago, the wage increased to $14 an hour, $13 in
Cook County. The wages increase again on January 1. The $.38/

indoor dining, limiting retail and services, and limiting number of

gallon gasoline tax also rose on July 1 by another seven-tenths of

persons in gatherings. Those metrics include:

a cent per gallon; the tax will increase each year on July 1.

• Sustained increase in 7-day rolling average (7 out of 10 days) in

Budget

the positivity rate and one of the following severity indicators:

July 1 began the new fiscal year 2021-22 state budget. Illinois has
o Sustained 7-day increase in hospital admissions for a COVID-19

already borrowed $1.2 billion from the Federal Reserve and $1.5

like illness

billion in interfund borrowing. The unpaid bill backlog remains at
$5.4 billion, in addition to the $2.7 billion just borrowed.

o Reduction in hospital capacity threatening surge capabilities

The Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability

(ICU capacity or medical/surgical beds < 20%)

reports that the state’s unfunded liability for employee pension
• OR three consecutive days averaging = 8% positivity rate

funds in FY19 increased from $133.5 billion to $137.2 billion despite
a robust stock market. The funded ratio of assets to liabilities is

More information can be found here at the Actions to Combat a

40.3 percent. Pension systems should generally have a funded

Resurgence.

ratio of at least 80 percent; the state’s goal is 90 percent. These
figures do not account for the COVID-19 economic crisis.

U NI T E D COU NT I ES CO U N C I L O F I LLI N O I S

217.544.5585
UCCI@unitedcounties.com

www.unitedcounties.com
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by John Prine • June 30, 2020

GOV. PRITZKER ANNOUNCES 2020
ILLINOIS POET LAUREATE
SEARCH COMMITTEE

C

hicago - Governor Pritzker today announced the formation

The first Illinois Poet Laureate, Howard B. Austin, was named in

of the 2020 Illinois Poet Laureate Search Committee. The

1936. Only three other poets have held the title, Carl Sandburg

committee, which is comprised of poets, writers, and

(1962-67), Gwendolyn Brooks (1968-2000), and Kevin Stein

academics from across the state, will review nominations and

(2003-2017). First Lady MK Pritzker will serve as the Honorary

recommend an Illinois resident to become the next state poet

Chair and final judge in the selection process for the next

laureate, a position that has been vacant since late 2017.

Illinois Poet Laureate. Honorary Vice-Chair will be the Chairman
of the Illinois Arts Council Shirley Madigan. The 2020 Search

“Illinois has been home to many talented poets like Carl

Committee members are:

Sandburg, Sandra Cisneros, and Gwendolyn Brooks who all used
their words to inspire readers across the world,” said Governor

• Nora Brooks Blakely, Committee Chair, President of Brooks

JB Pritzker. “I look forward to hearing from the next generation

Permissions and daughter of Pulitzer Prize Winner Gwendolyn Brooks

of great writers and announcing the next Illinois Poet Laureate

• Dr. Ruben Quesada, Committee Vice-Chair, Poet, Founder of

in the coming months.”

Latinx Writers Caucus, and Poetry Editor at AGNI

To commemorate the life of Illinois native John Prine and

• Chris Aldana, Poet and Founder of Luya Poetry

celebrate his writing and musical contributions, Governor Pritzker
• Tara Betts, Poet and Literary Editor at Newcity

has proclaimed Prine an Honorary Poet Laureate of the state.
The legendary singer-song writer, who was born in Maywood,

• Kevin Coval, Poet, Artistic Director at Young Chicago Authors,

passed away on April 7, 2020 after contracting COVID-19. Prine

and Co-Founder of the Louder Than a Bomb youth poetry festival

is the first to receive such an honorary designation.

• Susan Dickson, Program Director at the Illinois Arts Council Agency

“I have no doubt that John would be proud and delighted to

• Mark Eleveld, English Teacher at Joliet West High School,

receive this recognition from his home state of Illinois,” said

Professor of Philosophy at Lewis University, and Editor of The

Fiona Whelan Prine, wife of John Prine. “Although he had moved

Spoken Word Revolution poetry books

to Nashville in the early 1980’s, he continued to visit Chicago,

• Kara Jackson, 2019 National Youth Poet Laureate and 2018

and Maywood in particular, to spend time with his family. John

Youth Poet Laureate of Chicago

continued to follow Chicago sports teams and had never found
a hot dog, pizza or Italian Beef sandwich to rival the originals.

• Allison Joseph, Poet, Professor of English at Southern Illinois

Watching John, as I did many times, play to an Illinois audience

University at Carbondale, and Editor of Crab Orchard Review

was always thrilling. A home boy delighting in the love and

• Greg McCormick, Executive Director of the Illinois State Library

approval of his loyal fans - some of them family, longtime

• Kristin Runyon, English Teacher at Charleston High School

friends, old school buddies and neighbors.”

• Mark Turcotte, Poet and Senior Lecturer in English at DePaul University

Whelan Prine added, “John had a great respect for Writers of all

• Sheila Walk, Executive Director of Springfield Area Arts Council

kinds. He regarded Poets as being among those whose work carried
weight, relevance and elevated craft. It is such an honor for me, our
sons, and the entire Prine family to acknowledge that our beloved
John will be named an Honorary Poet Laureate of the State of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Illinois. Thank you, Governor Pritzker, for this wonderful recognition.”
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A full description of the position qualifications and nominating

Nominations will be accepted from July 1, 2020 through August
15, 2020 via email or mail. Nominees must be current Illinois

requirements is available on the website of the Illinois Poet

residents, have a publication history of poems and/or books, and
an established history of activity in Illinois’ literary community.

Laureate www.illinois.gov/poetlaureate. For more information or

Nominations may be emailed to IllinoisPoet2020@illinois.gov
questions regarding the Illinois Poet Laureate nomination process

or mailed to:
Illinois Poet Laureate Search Committee

and position, please contact: IllinoisPoet2020@illinois.gov.

c/o Office of the Governor
https://www2.illinois.gov/news/release?ReleaseID=21766

207 State House
Springfield, IL 62706

By Daria Daniel & Valerie Brankovic • May 26, 2020

DOD ANNOUNCES FUNDING FOR STEM
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

O

n May 18, the U.S. Department of
Defense (DoD) Air Force Research
Laboratory (AFRL) announced $50

million in funding for the Future Scholars
for
and

Science,

Technology,

Mathematics

Development

Engineering,

(STEM)

Programs.

Workforce

Funding

will

support STEM Workforce Development
programs and projects that align with the
federal STEM strategy and the DoD STEM
initiative, and encourage submissions that
improve the capacity of education systems
and communities to create impactful STEM
educational experiences and prepare the
STEM workforce. Counties are eligible to
apply for funding.
Eligible programs and projects include:
Internships for students at the high school
through doctoral levels
Apprenticeship and residency programs
College

or

university

project-based

programs or projects that align with the federal

information on the Future Scholars for

STEM strategy and DoD STEM initiation.

STEM Workforce Development Programs

In addition to counties, eligible applicants

can

include

businesses,

g ov/ we b /g r a n t s / v i e w - o p p o r t u n i t y.

public

html?oppId=327212

non-profits,

small

learning programs

cities,

Formal or informal workforce development

private higher education institutions. More

states,

tribes,

12

and

and

be

found

at

https://www.grants.
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GOV. PRITZKER AND MAYOR LIGHTFOOT CELEBRATE
GAMING LEGISLATION SECURING FUNDING FOR
REBUILD ILLINOIS CAPITAL PROGRAM
Gov. Pritzker Signs New Law that Paves Way for Chicago Casino to Alleviate City Pension Costs
and Provide Hundreds of Millions to Invest in Hospitals and Universities Across the State
Building on efforts that secured the most

noting that Chicago casino dollars will reduce

robust capital plan in Illinois history and the

the pressure placed on city property taxes,

first in nearly a decade, Governor JB Pritzker

which until now have been the only source of

signed SB 516 into law, finalizing a gaming

revenue for the police and fire pension funds.”

package that paves the way for a Chicago

“This is a day many years and many long hours

casino by reworking existing tax structures,

in the making, and it will mean tremendous

allowing gaming at the State Fair and

progress and hope for the Chicago and Illinois

providing relief during the pandemic. This

economy,” said State Representative Bob

bill will fund critical infrastructure and create

Rita. “I want to thank my colleagues in the

thousands of jobs across the state.

Legislature, Gov. Pritzker, Mayor Lightfoot

“Working with the General Assembly and

and many others for working to build on the

Mayor Lightfoot, we accomplished what

good bill we approved last year. This bill will

eluded so many others, and now this

for Governor Pritzker’s support throughout

make sure we can move ahead with a casino

momentous legislation tackles key priorities

this process. I also want to give a special

for Chicago and other communities in Illinois

for the State of Illinois - helping to ensure

thanks to Representatives Rita, Hoffman

and provide a shot in the arm for our economy

that Chicago can pay for first responders’

and Cassidy in the House, as well as Leader

and entertainment sectors at a time when

pensions and alleviate the burden on

Durkin.

everyone is hurting. Brighter days are ahead

property taxpayers, along with investing

would not have been possible without

for Chicago and Illinois from this legislation.”

in universities and hospitals throughout

the support of President Harmon, Senator

“I would like to thank the Governor and the

the

Pritzker.

Cunningham, and Leader Lightford in the

Mayor of the City of Chicago for working with

“Thousands of Illinoisans will be working

Senate, as well as so many other members

legislators throughout the state to make this bill

on these projects, earning a good living

in both chambers, along with countless

a reality,” said State Representative Jay Hoffman.

that will support their families as we do the

labor and business groups, and community

“This legislation will provide jobs and economic

important work of rebuilding our crumbling

organizations

and

opportunity for all of Illinois by helping fund the

infrastructure and investing in the future.”

partnership was instrumental in turning

largest infrastructure improvement program in

“After decades of proposals and false-starts,

a financially viable Chicago casino into a

the history of the state.”

the Chicago casino has now become law,

reality and strengthening the fiscal path for

paving the way for a transformative new

our city’s future.”

funding source for Illinois’ infrastructure,

“By signing SB 516, the Governor has

proposal a reality,” said State Senator

as well as helping shore up Chicago’s own

given our statewide capital construction

Mattie Hunter. “This legislation will pay

significant pension obligations, in addition

program a big boost, while at the same time

dividends by creating thousands of jobs

to serving as the impetus for a dynamic

providing a measure of financial stability to

new entertainment district in our city,” said

Chicago’s public safety pensions,” said State

Chicago Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot. “I am grateful

Senator Bill Cunningham. “It’s also worth

state,”

said

Governor

JB

Additionally,

whose

this

achievement

collaboration

“I’m pleased that state and city leaders
were able to work together to make this

13
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Slots

and strengthening the quality of our infrastructure in Chicago and
throughout the state for years to come.”
“This legislation is important for the future of our state,” said State
Representative Tim Butler.

“From your neighborhood restaurant,

to the 2021 State Fair, to a world-class facility in our state’s largest
city, all regions of Illinois will benefit from the economic impact of
an industry strengthened with this legislation. Our Rebuild Illinois
capital program will benefit with significant revenue coming from
the long-discussed Chicago casino, which now will become reality.
Those dollars will help fund construction in all corners of the state.
Bipartisan collaboration across our state is key to moving us forward,
and that is exactly what happened here.”
The bill establishes new Privilege Tax schedules for the Chicago
casino and provides tax relief for existing casinos by extending the
payment period for reconciliation payments and waiving interest
on those payments. Existing casinos will also find relief from the
accelerated Privilege Tax rate structure and the one-year extension
of the sports wagering license fee due date.

Table Games

The new Chicago casino tax schedule shown on right:
Other changes included in the legislation include allowing the
Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA) to operate video gaming
terminals at the Springfield and Du Quoin State Fairs. IDOA will select
Illinois Gaming Board-licensed terminal operators pursuant to the
Illinois Procurement Code for an operational period of three years.
Monies bid by the terminal operators will be deposited into the
State Fairgrounds Capital Improvements and Harness Racing Fund.
Terminal operators will still be able to operate up to 50 video gaming
terminals (VGTs) at the Springfield State Fair and up to 30 VGTs at the
Du Quoin State Fair.
The legislation also seeks to provide relief in the midst of the global
COVID-19 pandemic by:
• Requires the Illinois Gaming Board to reopen the license application
process for new casino owners’ licenses if, at any point after June 1,

payments. The reconciliation payments equal 75% of the Adjusted

2020, there are no pending applications for one of the new owners’

Gross Receipts (AGR) earned by the casinos during the most lucrative

licenses and not all of the new owners’ licenses have been issued

12-month period in their first three years of operations. Adjusted Gross

(rather than if the Illinois Gaming Board does not issue all owners

Receipts are gaming receipts minus amounts paid to winners.

licenses for newly authorized casinos within the specified time period).

• Provides that the new, lower privilege (wagering) tax schedule

Additionally, it requires that, as a part of this process, the applicant for

enacted by P.A. 101-0031 shall take effect on July 1, 2020 instead of the

a license make a public presentation to the local corporate authority

first day that one of the newly authorized casinos begins operations,

and post a summary of its casino proposal on a public website.

either in a temporary or permanent facility. This acceleration of the

• Increases, from 2 years to 6 years, the payment period for the

implementation of the lower Privilege Tax schedule will apply to all

reconciliation payments owned by new casinos and new organization
gaming licensees (“racinos”) as well as new gaming positions

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

purchased by existing casinos and waives interest on the reconciliation
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existing Illinois casinos.

casino gaming positions. Positions within Cook County are $30K.
Positions outside of Cook County are $17,500. Each of the State’s

• Provides that amounts paid by organization gaming licensees

current casinos can reserve up to 800 additional positions.

(“racinos”) to their purse accounts as required by Section 56 (b) (1)

• Provides that, from the tax revenues received by the State Gaming

of the Horse Racing Act of 1975 [203 ILCS 5/56 (b) (1)] shall not be

Fund from the Chicago casino, an amount equal to 0.5% of AGR shall

counted as part of their AGR for tax purposes.

be paid to Cook County for the purpose of enhancing its criminal
• Amends the Sports Wagering Act by delaying, from July 1, 2020 to

justice system, and the balance shall be paid to the City of Chicago

July 1, 2021, the deadline for payment of the initial sports wagering

for required pension payments in accordance with Public Act 99-506.

license fee by an organization licensee (i.e., owner of a racetrack) or

SB 516 takes effect immediately, with new Privilege Tax rates for

an owner’s license (for a casino).

table games to begin on July 1, 2020.

• Extends the July 1, 2020 deadline for the payment of additional

July 2, 2020

A

2020 EFFINGHAM COUNTY
FAIR CANCELLED
ltamont, IL -(Effingham Radio)The

being able to open. The Effingham County

following press release came from

Fair has always been the summer event we

the Effingham County Fair.

all looked forward to. Our camping locations

“We are disappointed to announce that most

will be available during fair week. All we can

of the events at the 2020 Effingham County

do is look forward to having a complete fair

Fair will be cancelled. The Effingham County
Fair has long been the “People Choice” event

long as we could before we cancelled. With

next year. The 2021 fair will be July 31 to

for the entire county. Many factors have

the increase in cases of Covid-19 in Texas,

August 7th.” For more information visit the

been considered in our decision to cancel

Florida and other states we did not want to

the large crowd events. Cancelled are: The

be the cause of businesses and schools not

Concert, Three Tractor Pulls, Demo Derby,
Talent Show, Parade, Harness Racing, Ranch
Sorting, Car Show, Rodeo, Exhibition Halls,
and All Livestock Shows. Miss Effingham
County Fair Queen Pageant and Jr Miss
Pageant will be held virtual. Date will be
announced. Camping will be available. The
Governor’s office will not send inspectors
for carnival rides or even allow Midwest
Jumpers to operate the inflatable therefore
no carnival or jump houses. We waited as

15

Effingham County Fair’s Facebook Page.
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CENTERSTONE RECEIVES $2 MILLION GRANT
TO CONTINUE PROVIDING COMPREHENSIVE
COMMUNITY-BASED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

A

LTON – Centerstone, a national
leader

in

behavioral

health

care, recently announced it was

awarded a $2 million grant extension
from the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health

Services

Administration

(SAMHSA)

to

and

improve

in

Southern

community

expand

health

care

Illinois. The original grant was awarded
in late 2018.
“The grant will continue to improve
access to community behavioral health
services and will provide an array of

the health status and outcomes for

program

integrated primary and behavioral health

clients

access to and improve the quality of

care services, ensuring access to timely

quality improvement approach to drive

services and improving the health status

outcomes and improvements.

and outcomes for clients engaged in

Services for this program will continue

treatment,” said Nikki Dugger, integrated

to

care manager at Centerstone.

recovery-oriented,

Since the implementation of this grant
in

2019,

Centerstone

has

done

the

be

and

applying

patient-

and

trauma-informed,
primary

and

a

continuous

wellness-focused,
will

behavioral

be

used

to

increase

community behavioral health services.
It will expand services through the use

family-centered,

and

will

integrate

care.

of evidence-based practices to provide
comprehensive community-based mental
and substance use disorder services.

This

following:
Decreased homelessness by 56% within
our client population
Decreased clients being in a correctional
facility by 70%
Decreased

clients

going

emergency

department

to

for

the

mental

U NI T ED CO U N T I ES CO U N C I L O F I LLINOIS

217.544.5585

health issues by 58%
Decreased clients involvement with the
criminal justice system by 75%

UCCI@unitedcounties.com

The goal of this grant will be to continue
providing a comprehensive scope of
services

facilitating

wellness

and

whole-person

recovery,

improving
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www.unitedcounties.com
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DUCKWORTH, DURBIN JOIN WARREN, GARCÍA
AND LEE TO INTRODUCE LEGISLATION TO EXTEND
NATIONWIDE MORATORIUM ON EVICTIONS

W

ASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senators Tammy Duckworth
(D-IL) and Dick Durbin (D-IL) joined Senator Elizabeth
Warren (D-MA) and U.S. Representatives Jesús G.

“Chuy” García (D-IL-04) and Barbara Lee (D-CA-13) to introduce
legislation to extend and expand the eviction moratorium for
renters that ends on July 24, 2020. The Protecting Renters from
Evictions and Fees Act extends the federal eviction moratorium
to March 27, 2021, one year after the date of enactment of the
CARES Act, and expands the moratorium to cover substantially
all renters. The bill also prohibits fees, fines and extra charges
due to nonpayment of rent. The HEROES Act, already passed
by the House of Representatives, includes the same extension
From left to right: House member Barbara Lee, U.S. Rep. Jesus “Chuy” Garcia

and universal expansion of the federal eviction moratorium.
“In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, no family should be

Even before the coronavirus pandemic, 25 percent of renters

worrying about losing the roof over their heads,” Duckworth

had housing costs greater than half of their income. Families

said. “I’m proud to help introduce legislation which would

already living on the margin are now facing increased

help give families across Illinois and the country who have

economic vulnerability due to COVID-19. The latest U.S. Census

experienced

economic

Bureau Household Pulse Survey finds that 30 percent of renters

setbacks due to COVID-19 the reassurance that they won’t be

have no or little confidence they can make their next housing

forced out of their homes.”

payment; and renters of color are disproportionately more likely

“In order to keep Americans safe during the COVID-19

to be concerned about making their next housing payment.

pandemic, we should provide basic housing protections

This legislation is co-sponsored in the Senate by Democratic

so no one is forced out of their home,” Durbin said. “No one

Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY), Senators Sherrod Brown (D-

should fear for their housing if they lose a job or see reduced

OH), Edward J. Markey (D-MA), Richard Blumenthal (D-CT),

paychecks because of the unprecedented economic situation

Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Tina Smith (D-MN), Jeff Merkley (D-

caused by the pandemic. This bill provides a critical peace of

OR), Ron Wyden (D-OR), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), Mazie K.

mind to families across Illinois and the country.”

Hirono (D-HI), Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Ben Cardin (D-MD), Amy

“Renters who have lost their job or had their income reduced

Klobuchar (D-MN) and Kamala Harris (D-CA).

shouldn’t have to fear losing their homes in the middle of a

The Protecting Renters from Evictions and Fees Act of 2020 is

pandemic,” Warren said. “Housing is a human right and an

endorsed by the National Low Income Housing Coalition, National

absolute necessity to keep families safe during this crisis, and

Housing Law Project, and Action Center on Race and the Economy.

layoffs,

reduced

pay

and

other

Congress must step in now to help keep people in their homes.”

17

June 25, 2020

PRITZKER ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCES $250
MILLION IN ADDITIONAL RELIEF TO ASSIST
COMMUNITIES WITH COVID-19 EMERGENCY RESPONSE
STATE WILL DISBURSE FEDERAL FUNDING TO COMMUNITIES SEEKING REIMBURSEMENT FOR
EMERGENCY COSTS BEGINNING IN JULY

S

PRINGFIELD - Governor JB Pritzker
and
of

the

Illinois

Commerce

Department

and

Economic

Opportunity (DCEO) today announced
the State will expedite a portion of
Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) dollars
designated for local governments by
the federal CARES Act. Through the
Local Coronavirus Urgent Remediation
Emergency

(Local

CURE)

Support

Program, the State will take steps to
deploy $250 million to local governments
in the coming months. The additional
state

relief

governments

funds
secure

will

help

local

reimbursement

on eligible costs associated with the
emergency response to the ongoing
COVID-19 crisis.
We know that Illinois municipalities,
counties, and local health departments
have stepped up to take on significant
costs

throughout

the

COVID-19

pandemic – costs no one could have
planned or budgeted for,” said Governor
Pritzker. “From the beginning of this crisis,
my administration has worked steadfastly
to provide assistance and support to the
communities hit hardest by this virus.

In

will

to be done to sustain an emergency

administer funds from the Local CURE

the

coming

weeks,

response,” said Michael Negron, Acting

program to reimburse units of local

Director of DCEO. “Over the next several

governments in nearly 100 counties

weeks, we will establish a rigorous

across the state. In rules filed with the

process to ensure this critical funding is

Joint

Administrative

distributed equitably and expeditiously,

Rules, DCEO has developed a per capita

helping those communities hit hardest

and needs-based formula for allocating

by the virus sustain their response.”

Committee

on

DCEO

the Local CURE funding.

While there’s no question that more

“The

COVID-19

federal funds are needed to support

impacted

vital local services like education, the

and

Local CURE Program will provide much-

forcing

many

needed relief for Illinois communities

choose

between

until an agreement is reached.”

investments

budgets

businesses

for

across

local

and

More than eighty-five percent of the

pandemic

communities
our

state—

governments

making
doing
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has

to

community
what

needs

Local CURE Program’s funding will be
distributed

to

municipalities,

county

governments, and certified local public

health departments. Remaining funds will be released by

“We appreciate the Governor and his Administration’s ongoing

application to other units of local government. The application-

support during these unprecedented times for deploying

based allotment will prioritize local governments serving

programs from the Federal Cares Act to help those affected

disproportionately impacted areas, or DIAs, low-income zip

by the COVID,” said Jason Ashmore, President of the Southern

codes that have had a significant number of cases of COVID
19 among residents.

Illinois Mayors Association and Mayor of Sesser. “We will

In addition to Local CURE funds, DIA communities will also

continue to work with the Governor and his administration to

receive additional assistance as part of recently launched

address the economic shortcomings our communities and

community assistance programs, including the $540 million

businesses have endured as a result from the COVID-19 virus.”

Business Interruption Grants (BIG) and $25 million Rebuild
In a process that will begin as early as July, local governments

Distressed Communities programs.

will be able to make their claims and receive reimbursement

Costs eligible for reimbursement are defined by the US Treasury
and are those incurred due to the public health emergency

on eligible expenses. Municipalities, counties, and local public

response to the COVID–19 pandemic. These costs include

health department allotments will be determined in rules. All

public safety, public health, PPE materials, and more. In the

other units of local government are being encouraged to review

coming weeks, DCEO will release a detailed process for local

and submit for an application that will be made available on

governments to submit eligible costs for review. Costs must be

July 1 on DCEO’s website.

incurred since March 1, 2020 and may not be accounted for in
the budget most recently approved as of March 27, 2020.

“As president of the Southwestern Illinois council of mayors we

“The local government response to the COVID-19 pandemic

appreciate the work that governor Pritzker and the DCEO Are

necessitated unanticipated and significant expenditures to

doing, to work with local municipalities throughout the state,

provide essential public health and safety services to protect
Illinois residents,” said Joe McCoy, Executive Director of the

to provide funding and reimbursement for cost incurred due

Illinois State Association of Counties. “Local officials throughout

to COVID-19,” said Mark Kupsky, President of the Southwestern

the state greatly appreciate the work of the General Assembly

Council of Mayors and Mayor of Fairview Heights. “As a local

and Pritzker Administration to provide significant funding

Mayor, all of our cities have incurred unplanned expenses

through the Local CURES program. These critical funds are

Related to fighting this pandemic, so the funds provided

badly needed to help offset the costs to local governments
associated with the emergency response.”

by the cure allotment will help us with reimbursement of

Only local governments outside Chicago-Cook and the collar

expenditures that our Cities have incurred.”

counties will be eligible for Local CURES funding; Cook,

For more information on the statewide COVID-19 response,

DuPage, Will, Kane, and Lake counties have already received

visit coronavirus.illinois.gov

direct allocations Coronavirus Relief Fund dollars under the
federal CARES Act.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN YOUR COUNTY?
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
If you have an article you would like shared in the
next newsletter, email Ryan at

Ryan@FrontlineCo.com
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THE LATEST FROM NACO
D

eadline

extended!

supporting

Counties

Maximize county property tax revenue
in uncertain times

postsecondary

education systems and workforce

GIS can help when property values drop
and there is inadequate property tax
revenue to provide county services.

opportunities
NACo is conducting a national landscape
analysis

to

explore

the

role

Read more

and

authority of counties in supporting postsecondary education systems, including

GovTech reimagined in the COVID-19 era

community colleges. We want to know if

Jeff Puckett, chief strategy officer
of Tyler Technologies, explores the
acceleration of innovation in the public
sector, what governments need to
remain successful, and what the future
may hold.

your county: Makes decisions affecting
post-secondary
funds

education

systems,

post-secondary

institutions,

including

education
community

colleges or creates partnerships with

Read more

the post-secondary education sector to
strengthen its connection with others
systems

such

as

workforce,

human

UPCOMING EVENTS

services and secondary education.

WEBINAR

JUL

We need your help! The survey can be

NACo Tech Xchange: Microsoft Teams – Beyond
the Basics Webinar

1

found here; please answer by July 8.
For more information, please contact

educational

series

on

smoking

WEBINAR

JUL

cessation launches July 8

Reaching and Interacting with Residents
during COVID-19

9

NACo is teaming up with Med-IQ to
provide a special four-part Facebook Live

7

2 p.m. – 3 p.m. EDT

research@naco.org.
New

JUL

2 p.m. – 3 p.m. EDT

series this July on smoking cessation.

JUL

20

WEBINAR
NACo Tech Xchange: Microsoft Teams – Beyond
the Basics Webinar

2 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. EDT
MEETING
NACo Annual Business
Meeting

2 p.m. EDT

New studies show that smokers are at a
higher risk of developing disease from

WEBINAR

AUG

COVID-19 infection and the need to quit

NACo Tech Xchange
Presents FirstNet with
AT&T

13

has become more important. Learn more.
The National Alliance on Mental Illness

2 p.m. – 3 p.m. EDT

invites you to attend NAMICon 2020, a
FREE virtual convention, July 13–14
NAMI is the nation’s largest grassroots
organization

dedicated

better lives

for people

to

building

affected

by

mental illness. Their national convention

is one of the largest gatherings of mental

health research, criminal justice reform

health advocates in the U.S. NAMICon

and youth-focused programming. Visit

will

provide

resources

and

expert

forums on early intervention, mental

20

www.nami.org/convention
information and to register.

for

more

July 7, 2020

TAKE ACTION TO SUPPORT
DIRECT AND FLEXIBLE FUNDING
FOR COUNTIES OF ALL SIZES
C
ounties face at least a $144 billion fiscal impact from

The July recess is an excellent opportunity to engage with your

the COVID-19 pandemic through FY2021, not including

U.S. Senators while they are in their home states. Please use

drops in property tax revenues or future cuts in state

this time to urge them to support direct and flexible funding

funding to counties, both major sources of county revenue.

for counties of all sizes.

We need a responsible, bipartisan solution to address the

Click here to access NACo’s advocacy talking points. Additionally,

enormous economic and public health challenges associated

our customizable letter to the editor will help call attention to the

with COVID-19. Congress will likely consider the next COVID-19

need for bipartisan solutions to support counties as we confront

relief package in the coming weeks.

the coronavirus pandemic and its economic impacts.

United Counties Council of Illinois
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David Meyer, President
WA S H I N GTO N C O U N T Y
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Matthew Prochaska

H A M I LT O N C O U N T Y
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Mark Kern
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