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he 2020 Leadership Academy was an experience quite
different from our previous Academy program years.
Every year, the program changes a bit, to update

content and to remove topics which have become outdated
or irrelevant. Those are replaced with topics which are current,
pertinent, and speak to the issues and opportunities that county
elected and appointed officials are facing. The 2020 Academy
included those changes . . . and more.
The Leadership Academy Program
Last year, the 2019 Academy pilot tested several new topics,
including a workshop on ethical considerations, a presentation
about working with the state’s attorney in your county, and a new
workshop on crisis communications. These three pilots worked
well last year and were incorporated into the 2020 Leadership
Academy program. It’s remarkable, but not surprising, that the
three new programs were presented by Academy graduates.
Scott Comparato, Jackson County Board, led the workshop on
ethical considerations; Bill Atkins, Tazewell County Board, gave

The Leadership Academy Format
The 2020 Leadership Academy was in an entirely virtual
format, due to safety restrictions on gathering in groups. It
was disappointing to forgo the opportunities for networking
and face-to-face informal conversation which are an important
component of the academy. At the same time, the academy
benefited from our ability to meet via the online platform, work
in small groups, share information with a chat space and links,
and see one another almost face to face. Our presenters and
workshop leaders made good use of the technology, using
powerpoint slides, video, pre-workshop readings, and small
group discussion. There was more time required of presenters
and participants to prepare before each session, and to sort
through the resources and followup information that we shared
in response to questions raised during the sessions. All in all, the
virtual platform worked as well as we expected, and participants
were creative and resourceful in their ability to share and learn
in this virtual format.

the presentation on working with your state’s attorney; and Julie

Thanks to UCCI

Kaviar, Chief of Staff to Cook County Commissioner Scott Britton,

Thank you to UCCI for funding the 2020 Leadership Academy, and

presented the workshop on crisis communications. This year,

for the extra planning and logistics required this year to move to

as a pilot test, the program included a workshop addressing

an entirely online format. The academy is a generous and forward-

population decline and strategies to reverse population loss,

thinking investment in local government across our state.

especially among working-age people. This topic was well

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

received and I’ll plan to include it in next year’s program.
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Thanks to University of Illinois Extension
Thank

you

to

University

of

organization for the academy. Extension
provides a link to our land grant university,
the University of Illinois, and the new
information generated there.
Thank you to the 2020 academy graduates,
who made this academy a successful “first”
in an entirely online format.
THE LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
CLASS OF 2020
KATHY ARBOGAST,
Livingston County County Board Chair

LORI BARRINGER,
Moultrie County Chief County
Assessment Officer
JULIE A. BERKOWICZ,
Will County Commissioner

LORI HANSEN,
Champaign County Court Administrator

KEENAN CAMPBELL,
Bureau County Director of
Emergency Management

MIKE KIRKTON,
Livingston County Board

Illinois

Extension for providing programming and

JENNIFER BANKERT,
Fulton County Clerk/Recorder

COLLEEN CAMP,
Bond County Treasurer

LAURA H. LEE,
Clark County County Clerk/Recorder

AMY CESICH,
Kendall County Board Vice Chair

MICHELE NIERMANN,
Kane County Deputy Chief/Civil Division

DEWAYNE CREMEENS,
Rock Island County Board

HENDRICA REGEZ,
Jo Daviess County Board

CONNIE DILLARD-MYERS,
Champaign County Board
CHARLES ERICKSON,
McLean County Board

SANDRA SCHLEICHER,
Jo Daviess County
Public Health Administrator

GRETCHEN FRITZ,
Will County Board and Forest Preserve

AMI SHAW,
Clark County Circuit Clerk

DIANE GALLAGHER,
Jo Daviess County Board

KAREN A. STUKEL,
Will County Recorder of Deeds

BRIAN GIESEKE,
Will County Division of Transportation

CORRI TROTTER,
Grundy County Circuit Clerk

ISAK GRIFFITHS,
Champaign County
Deputy Director of Administration

ROBYN VICKERS,
Kendall County Board

PRACTICAL GUIDE TO COUNTY GOVERNMENT LAW

U

best interest of its citizens.

nited Counties Council of Illinois (UCCI), in collaboration
with the law firm of Giffin, Winning, Cohen & Bodewes,

County board members and their elected officers,

created “The Practical Guide to County

when confronted with legal questions, must rely

Government Law” in 2015, recognizing the need

upon their respective state’s attorney and seek his

of county board members and county officials

or her advice. This Guide is not intended to supplant

to have current reference guides necessary to
properly conduct the business of their office

or substitute the advice and consultation of their

as they are confronted on a regular basis with

state’s attorney.

the ever-increasing complex regulatory climate,

The “Practical Guide to County Government Law”

statutory changes, Attorney General opinions

is available for purchase in paperback form as

and judicial decisions.
The

purpose

of

this

well as an electronic flip book version.
County

Government

Please

note, the electronic version is always the most current version

Practical Guide is to help assist elected and appointed county

available, and includes all updates.

board members, officers and officials in performing their duties

The 2015 edition is the

latest paperback copy available at this time.

and responsibilities, and serve as a resource to those county

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION

officials in recognizing critical issues and the necessity to
address those issues in conformance with Illinois law and in the
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
1) CARES FUNDING. The Department
of Healthcare and Family Services is
distributing $140 million in federal CARES
funding to Medicaid providers to offset
the costs of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Over $58 million of the first round of
funding is set aside for providers serving
communities with a disproportionately
higher case rate of COVID-19. About

The Illinois Legislative Black Caucus is drawing attention to national and statewide
health disparities between Black and white Americans in an effort to educate fellow
lawmakers and build consensus for action ahead of the fall veto session.

$68 million was distributed to long-term
care facilities, $50 million to federally

At a Friday news conference on October 9th -outside of the Touchette Regional
Hospital in Centreville, ILBC Chairwoman state Sen. Kimberly Lightford, Maywood,
and Metro East legislators Senator Christopher Belt and Latoya Greenwood joined
by caucus members from across the state.

qualified health centers, and $23.5 million
to safety-net hospitals.
2) The Department of Insurance will hold
working group meetings on Mental Health
Parity beginning November 13 through
February 19.
3)

The

General

Assembly

will

begin

developing a new legislative district map
based on census information when it is
prepared for the state, beginning early 2021.

The election is Tuesday, November 3.

• October 19 – Healthcare and Human

Early voting and mail-in voting are open.

Services: Access to Health Care

The Senate has announced a series

• October 20 – Criminal Justice Reform:

of

Bail Reform and Police Reform

committee

hearings,

all

virtual,

throughout October and leading up to the
fall session. The hearings align with the

• October 21 – Education: Higher Education
– Equitable Funding

Legislative Black Caucus’ agenda for the
4) Voting. Due to COVID-19, all 2020

upcoming fall and spring sessions.

General Election voters are encouraged
to cast a ballot prior to Election Day, either
by mail or during early voting. Voting by

• October 13 – Criminal Law: Prison Reform
for diversion

and

re-entry programs,

• October 22 - Economic Access, Equity
and Opportunity: Environmental Justice
and Energy

prison conditions, prison gerrymandering,

• October 26 - Healthcare and Human

and mandatory supervised release reform

Services: Behavioral Health

email, mall, or in person. An application Is

• October 13 – Healthcare and Human Services:

• October 27 - Criminal Justice Reform: Body

available from your local election authority or

Social Influencers of Health and Disparities

Cameras, Transparency and Accountability

at https://elections.il.gov/electionoperations/

• October 14 – Education and Higher

• October 28 - Education: Higher Education

Education: Graduation Requirements, and

– College Access and Affordability

Mental Health Resources and Recovery

• October 29 - Economic Access, Equity

• October 15 – Economic Access, Equity

and Opportunity: Labor Unions, Buildings

mail ls an easy option for voters and you
can request a vote by mail ballot through

VotingByMail.aspx
Notice of Grace Period Voting and Early
Voting (Download)
5) The Fall Veto Session is scheduled for

and Opportunity: Procurement and BEP/

November 17-19 and December 1-3.

Banking and Investment
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and Trades, Pre-apprenticeship programs

a public health approach to address mental health and addiction.

• November 5 – Education: Workforce Development

• Reduce excessive lengths of stay in prison by providing

• November 5 – Criminal Justice Reform: Qualified Immunity and

pathways for people to earn opportunities for rehabilitation.

Officer Liability

• Prioritize rehabilitation and reduce the risk of recidivism by

• November 6 – Healthcare and Human Services: Diversity in

increasing access to housing and healthcare for returning residents.

Health Care/Culturally Competent Health Care

• Increase police accountability and transparency for police

• November 6 - Economic Access, Equity and Opportunity: Food

officers and police departments. Illinois will set the standard

Access and Agriculture

for the nation in professionalizing and setting statewide standards
for police officers. We will advocate for licensing of police officers,

• November 9 – Healthcare and Human Services: Policy Recommendations

strengthen the role of the State Police Merit Board, work alongside

(Universities)

police departments to ensure compliance and proper use of
•

November

10

–

Criminal

Justice

Reform:

Police

body-worn cameras, create a state-level avenue to investigate

Decertification/Licensure

systemic police misconduct, and remove barriers for civilians to

• November 12 - Economic Access, Equity and Opportunity:

report officer misconduct, like the signed affidavit requirement.

Wage Equity, Workers Rights, Consumer Protections

• Update and strengthen statewide standards for use of force

The Senate has already approved allowing members to vote

by police officers.

virtually, rather than in person. The House attempted to pass a

• Improve interactions with police by decriminalizing minor non-

similar measure, but it failed last May. The House will likely work

violent offenses, improving police response to crowd control,

to pass virtual voting during the fall session.

and increasing language and disability access. By decriminalizing

Representative Chris Welch (D), Chairperson of the House

minor non-violent offenses, creating policies and trainings

Special Investigative Committee, postponed all future meetings

for police response to non-violent crimes and protests, and

until after the election, saying he wants to avoid the committee

increasing language and disability access for civilians, Illinois will

from being a “stage for political theater.”

establish a framework to improve community safety and trust.

Governor Pritzker and Lieutenant Governor Stratton presented

State gaming revenue receipts from casinos feel by 30 percent,

the new Healing Illinois initiative to highlight the racial

more than $400 million, during the pandemic as compared to

disparities raised by the ongoing pandemic. Healing Illinois will

last year, while recreational marijuana sales hit a record of $68

provide an opportunity for those disproportionately impacted

million in September, topping August sales by $4 million.

by COVID-19 to engage in dialogue via the Illinois Department

The Fall Veto Session is scheduled for November 17-19 and

of Human Services. DHS will distribute $4.5 million in grants
to organizations around the state to facilitate racial healing

December 1-3.

activities. Applications for grants are due October 14 (first

The election is Tuesday, November 3. Early voting and mail-in

round) and October 30 (second round). Grants will be funding

voting are open. More than 660,000 Illinois voters have already

in four areas: promoting dialogue, encouraging collaboration,

cast ballots either through mail-in or early in-person voting.

facilitating learning, and seeding connection.

Of the 2.15 million mail ballots requested in Illinois so far, over

Governor Pritzker also is proposing seven guiding principles as

482,840 ballots have been delivered or deposited.

the administration works with the General Assembly to reform

Adriane Johnson (D) of Buffalo Grove, a local park district leader

and modernize the state’s criminal justice system.

and chamber of commerce president, has been appointed to

• End the use of the cash bail system and limit pretrial detention
to only those who are a threat to public safety.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

• Modernize sentencing laws on theft and drug offenses and use
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the State Senate, replacing Terry Link. Johnson will serve the

$1 million to promote participation in the 2020 Census count.

remainder of Link’s term through 2022.

Illinois’ current self-response rate is above 71 percent, but
underserved neighborhoods and cities have a 40-50 percent

The Senate has announced a series of committee hearings, all

response rate. The US Supreme Court ruled that the fluctuating

virtual, throughout October and leading up to the fall session.

deadline due to COVID ended on October 15.

The hearings align with the Legislative Black Caucus’ agenda
for the upcoming fall and spring sessions.

Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle announced

October 15 – Economic Access, Equity and Opportunity: Racial

a $6.9 billion plan for next year’s budget. The budget does not

Equity in Lending and Homeownership

include raising or creating new taxes or fees but uses reserves
to fill a project $409 million budget deficit. Sales tax collection in

October 16 – Economic Access, Equity, and Opportunity:

the County is down by $110 million, amusement tax down by $85

Procurement, BEP and DBE Policies

million, hotel tax down by $60 million, and gas tax down by $19

October 19 – Healthcare and Human Services: Access to Health Care

million. Healthcare costs are expected to increase for this budget.

October 20 – Criminal Justice Reform: Bail Reform and Police Reform

FOID card holders are still having difficulties in renewing

October 21 – Education: Higher Education – Equitable Funding

their FOID cards, even though a temporary rule extended

October 22 - Economic Access, Equity and Opportunity:

expirations dates for FOID and concealed carry permits during

Environmental Justice and Energy

the pandemic. Several firearms dealers and businesses are not
accepting expired FOID cards. The Illinois State Police

October 26 - Healthcare and Human Services: Behavioral Health

extended the expirations rule for 18 months (page 6).
October

27

-

Criminal

Justice

Reform:

Body

Cameras,
COVID-19 UPDATE

Transparency and Accountability

All information pertaining to the Coronavirus Response from

October 28 - Education: Higher Education – College Access and

the governor’s office and agencies can be found here.

Affordability

On Thursday, October 15,

October 29 - Economic Access, Equity and Opportunity: Labor

the state reached the highest

daily number of positive cases since the virus began with 4,015

Unions, Buildings and Trades, Pre-apprenticeship programs

new cases, brining the state’s total to 331,620 cases and 9,127
November 5 – Education: Workforce Development

deaths.

November 5 – Criminal Justice Reform: Qualified Immunity and

The statewide weekly positivity rate is up this week to 4.9

Officer Liability

percent. Twenty-eight counties are at “warning” levels. Chicago’s

November 6 – Healthcare and Human Services: Diversity in

positivity rate is 4.8 percent.

Health Care/Culturally Competent Health Care

All 11 regions of the state are seeing increases in COVID-19

November 6 - Economic Access, Equity and Opportunity: Food

rates. Additional mitigations continue in Region 1, the northwest

Access and Agriculture
November 9

–

Healthcare

portion of the state including Rockford.
and

Human

Services:

Policy

The Department of Public Health will now include both

Recommendations (Universities)

molecular and antigen testing in the number of statewide total

November 10 – Criminal Justice Reform: Police Decertification/Licensure

tests performed in Illinois.

November 12 - Economic Access, Equity and Opportunity: Wage

The Department of Public Health urges residents to prepare for

Equity, Workers Rights, Consumer Protections

upcoming holiday seasons differently this year.

The Department of Revenue has collected over $100 million in tax
revenue connected to legalized marijuana sales since January 1.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

The Department of Human Services planned to spend another
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HEALTHCARE

COVID Vaccine Plans

Health Disparities Hearing

The Department of Health has said that the state will have
a goal of vaccinating 80 percent of the population when a

A joint hearing of the Senate Human Services and Public Health

COVID-19 vaccine becomes available. Initial vaccine supplies

Committees last week, requested by the Legislative Black

will be limited and will focus on healthcare workers and long

Caucus, focused on health disparities and social determinants of

term care residents. Vaccines will most likely require two doses.

health and laid the groundwork for educating General Assembly

http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-

members on health issues facing the Black community.

conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus/media-publications/

Witnesses encouraged lawmakers to invest in community

daily-press-briefings

health workers, review policies on affordable housing and
evictions, and support healthcare innovations like telehealth.
No bills have been introduced yet regarding the Black Caucus’
agenda for healthcare.

STATE OF ILLINOIS NEWS:

ILLINOIS STATE POLICE DIRECTOR FILES
EMERGENCY RULES REGARDING
FOID AND CCL RENEWALS

S

pringfield, IL – The Illinois State Police filed emergency

for a period of 12 months following its termination, even if their

rules this week to address renewals of Firearm Owner

CCL renewal application was not submitted prior to expiration.

Identification and Concealed Carry Licenses during the

• CCL licensees will not be required to immediately submit proof

COVID-19 epidemic.

of three-hour training with their CCL renewal application.

These rules are designed to provide FOID card holders and

• CCL licensees will need to submit proof of their three-hour

CCL relief from the renewal requirements during the effects of

renewal training within 12 months following the termination of

COVID-19 pandemic.

the state’s disaster proclamation in order to maintain the validity

These rule changes are as follows:

of their CCL license.

• FOID card holders, who submit their renewal application

ISP will continue to enforce both FOID and CCL prohibitors.

will remain valid during the duration of the state’s disaster

FOID card holders who receive revocation notices shall return

proclamation and for a period of 12 months following the

their FOID and Firearm Disposition Record form to the Illinois

termination of the disaster, even if their renewal application is/

State Police. CCL holders who receive revocation notices

was not submitted prior to expiration.

shall return their CCL license to the Illinois State Police.

• CCL licensees, who submit their renewal application, will remain

These new rules are effective immediately.

valid during the duration of the state’s disaster proclamation and
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STATE OF ILLINOIS NEWS:

PRITZKER ADMINISTRATION TO SPEND ADDITIONAL
$1 MILLION IN FINAL WEEKS OF CENSUS OUTREACH
Administration Continues Census Outreach and Advertising in Final Weeks to
Ensure all Illinoisans are Counted by October 31

C

HICAGO – The Pritzker administration today announced

The Pritzker administration recently advocated against efforts

an additional $1 million in spending for census-related

by the U.S. Department of Census to shorten the census

media outreach in communities of color across the

extension deadline originally granted due to the ongoing

state. The Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS) will

COVID-19 pandemic. Over the next three weeks, IDHS will use

continue to promote participation in the 2020 Census following

the additional funding to promote a full and accurate count of

a federal court’s ruling extending the deadline to October 31,

all Illinoisans in every corner of the state.

2020. Illinois is one of the few states in the country that allocated

“In these final weeks, we need to do everything we can to

funding for census outreach efforts in its 2021 fiscal year budget.

make sure Illinois residents are counted no matter what,” said

“Every ten years in this country we count the number of people

IDHS Census Co-Director Marishonta Wilkerson. “There’s a lot

who live in this state, and based upon that number the federal

happening in the world, but I hope everyone understands that

government gives states and cities funding for schools and

the Census will impact their representation in Congress and

hospitals and roads and childcare and more. And the higher the

funding for core government services like healthcare, schooling,

count, the more of your federal tax money comes back to Illinois

and human services. We just need to make sure people know

instead of going to other states — and the more representatives

there’s still time.”

we get in Congress. Just a one percent undercount could result

Illinois’s current self-response rate is above 71%, placing it

in the state losing hundreds of millions of dollars in federal funds

seventh in the nation and the most populous state in the top ten.

at a time when we need it most,” said Governor JB Pritzker. “No

However, many underserved and marginalized neighborhoods

matter who you are, I’d like you to join this effort to get counted.

and cities are hovering between a 40-50% participation rate.

Call your friends and neighbors or send them a text or email
and urge them all to do their part: just like voting, filling out the

“We are committed to our goal of reaching traditionally hard

Census is an act of civic engagement – a demand to be fully

to count communities and ensuring they know the importance

heard and fully counted.”

of the Census and that participation is completely safe,” said
Census Co-Director Oswaldo Alvarez. “These final weeks will be

“Illinois is committed to a complete and accurate Census

crucial to make sure we reach everyone who has yet to fill out

count,” said Illinois IDHS Secretary Grace Hou. “We have already

their Census.”

surpassed our 2010 response rate despite the challenges of
COVID-19, and IDHS will continue working with nonprofits,

To complete the 2020 Census, Illinoisans can visit My2020Census.

community-based

gov or call 844-330-2020 to get started on their confidential,

organizations,

and

local

governments

10-minute questionnaire.

through the month of October to concentrate on areas, like
communities of color, that have lagging response rates.”
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STATE OF ILLINOIS NEWS:

STATEWIDE UNEMPLOYMENT DROPS FOR THIRD
CONSECUTIVE MONTH TO 10.2 PERCENT

S

PRINGFIELD

–

Department

of

Security

The

Illinois

Employment

(IDES)

announced

today that the unemployment rate fell
-0.8 percentage point to 10.2 percent,

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates

while nonfarm payrolls lost -12,000 jobs
in September, based on preliminary data
provided by the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics (BLS) and released by IDES. The
August monthly change in payrolls was
revised upward from the preliminary report,
from +66,000 to +85,600 jobs. The August
unemployment rate was unchanged from the
preliminary report and held at 11.0 percent.
The September payroll jobs estimate and

Illinois Seasonally Adjusted Nonfarm Jobs – by Major Industry

unemployment rate reflects activity for
the week including the 12th. The BLS has
published FAQs for the September payroll

Business Services (-12,400), Government

a positive sign that Illinois is on the path to

jobs and the unemployment rate.

(-8,500)

recovery amid extraordinarily challenging

and

Educational and

Health

Services (-7,300).

economic times,” said Erin Guthrie, Director

+2.3 percentage points higher than the

“We’re pleased to see the unemployment

of the Department of Commerce and

national unemployment rate reported for

rate continue to steadily decline, and IDES

Economic Opportunity (DCEO). “Despite this

September, which was 7.9 percent, down

remains committed to supporting and

progress, there is much more work to be

-0.5 percentage points from the previous

providing services to help safely return

done to ensure our hardest hit industries and

month. The Illinois unemployment rate

people back to work,” said Acting Director

workers can get back on their feet. That’s

was up +6.5 percentage points from a year

Kristin Richards. “The Department is focused

why, under Governor Pritzker’s leadership,

ago when it was 3.7 percent.

on processing and paying unprecedented

DCEO has taken bold and swift action in

numbers of benefits to those who still

launching over $1 billion in emergency

impacted by this pandemic, while also

relief for businesses and communities to

remaining dedicated to making access to

provide this much needed support. Our

job training and employment services easier

focus remains on stabilizing businesses,

for those in need of those services.”

bringing more Illinoisans back to work

industry sectors that reported the largest

“As thousands of Illinoisans have returned

and laying the groundwork for us to

payroll declines were: Professional and

to work in recent months, today’s report is

rebuild our Illinois economy.”

The

state’s

unemployment

rate

was

In September, the three industry sectors
with the largest over-the-month gains in
employment were: Leisure and Hospitality
(+9,300), Trade, Transportation and Utilities
(+7,700), and Other Services (+3,800). The
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Compared to a year ago, nonfarm payroll employment decreased

to eliminate large monthly changes as a result of volatility in

by -412,900 jobs, with losses across all major industries. The

the monthly Census Population Survey (CPS) and national

industry groups with the largest jobs decreases were: Leisure and

benchmarking. For these reasons, the comments and tables

Hospitality (-130,800), Professional and Business Services (-82,900)

citing unemployment rates in previous news releases/materials

and Educational and Health Services (-46,600). Illinois nonfarm

may no longer be valid.

payrolls were down -6.8 percent over-the-year as compared to the

• Monthly seasonally adjusted unemployment rates for Illinois

nation’s -6.4 percent over-the-year decline in September.

and the Chicago-Naperville-Arlington Heights Metropolitan

The number of unemployed workers declined from the prior

Division are available here.

month, a -6.2 percent decrease to 652,100 but was up +171.4

• Monthly 2011-2019 seasonally adjusted nonfarm payroll

percent over the same month for the prior year. The labor force

employment data for Illinois have been revised. To control for

was up +1.2 percent over-the-month and down -0.7 percent over-

potential survey error, the estimates are benchmarked annually

the-year. The unemployment rate identifies those individuals

to universal counts derived primarily from unemployment

who are out of work and seeking employment. An individual

insurance tax reports.

who exhausts or is ineligible for benefits is still reflected in the

• Not seasonally adjusted jobs data with industry detail are available

unemployment rate if they actively seek work.

here. “Other Services” include activities in three broad categories:

In May, Governor Pritzker launched Get Hired Illinois, a new

personal and laundry; repair and maintenance; and religious, grant

one-stop-shop website to help connect job seekers with hiring

making, civic and professional organizations. Seasonally adjusted

employers in real time. The site features virtual job fairs, no-cost

data for subsectors within industries are not available.

virtual training, and includes Illinois Job Link (IJL), the state’s
largest job search engine, which recently showed 90,264 posted

ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY

resumes with 61,927 available jobs.

The Illinois Department of Employment Security (IDES) provides

• 2015-2019 seasonally adjusted labor force data for Illinois, and

vital employment services to Illinois workers, employers, and job

all other states, have been revised as required by the U.S. Bureau

seekers with resources including Job Fairs and Illinois Job Link,

of Labor Statistics (BLS). The monthly historical revisions to state

analyzes and disseminates actionable Labor Market Information,

labor force estimates reflect new national benchmark controls,

and administers the Unemployment Insurance Program. To see

state working-age population controls, seasonal factors, as well

the full range of services provided by IDES, and for the latest

as updated total nonfarm jobs and unemployment benefits

news concerning the department, visit IDES.Illinois.gov.

claims inputs.

Illinois labor force data were also smoothed

UNITED COUNTIES COUNCIL OF ILLINOIS

217.544.5585

UCCI@unitedcounties.com

www.unitedcounties.com
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STATE OF ILLINOIS NEWS:

STATEWIDE COOKOUT ADDS
CARP TO MENUS

S

PRINGFIELD, Ill. — The Illinois Department of Natural

Additional help in organizing and providing event locations came

Resources (IDNR) today, together with Midwest Fish

from local partners including regional planning commissions,

Co-op and Sorce Freshwater Company, introduced

universities, food distribution companies and restaurants.

Illinoisans to a locally-sourced, plentiful and healthful seafood

For Illinoisans who missed today’s event, additional opportunities

option with a statewide Asian carp cookout.

to try Asian carp meals are available at the below locations:
Held at nine locations across the state, the cookouts offered
• Evanston: Sunday, Oct. 18 Denegos will be serving Asian carp

Illinoisans free Asian carp tacos, sliders, hush puppies and more
to showcase the versatility and health benefits of Asian carp.

burgers at the Temperance Beer Co. parking lot, 2000 Dempster St.

“An invasive species, Asian carp are abundant in Illinois and,

• Ashburn: Saturday, Oct. 24, the Black Fire Brigade will prepare

while we’ve long worked with commercial fishermen and other

and serve Asian carp burgers at Black Fire Bridge, 8404 S Kedzie

partners to remove these fish from our waterways, we know

Ave., Chicago.

more can and must be done,” said Colleen Callahan, director,

• Peoria: Kelleher’s Restaurant, 619 SW Water St., will be serving

IDNR. “To that end we thought, ‘Why not acknowledge them as a

Asian carp items on their menu during the coming weeks.

protein source add them to menus across the state?’ They’re an
extremely healthy and mild-flavored fish which can be locally

• Springfield: Beginning Oct. 21, customers can enjoy a fish taco

sourced. It’s a win-win for everyone.”

special at The Barn located at 1501 Wabash Ave.

Event locations included restaurants, parks, community event

• Quincy: Red Light Bar & Grill, 428 Maine St. Red Light Bar & Grill

spaces and university dining locations in Chicago, Quincy, Peoria,

will prepare and serve Asian carp sliders as a daily special for

East Peoria, Springfield, Urbana, Carbondale and Carterville.

the week following the Asian carp cookout.

The meals, prepared and served by chefs across the state, were

• Carbondale: Chefs from Cristaudo’s Café, Bakery and Catering

given to residents free of charge with help from Midwest Fish

will prepare and serve a Jamaican Escovitch fish taco filling at

Co-op and Sorce Freshwater Company, which provided the fish

upcoming Southern Illinois Collaborative Kitchen events in the

for all locations.

coming weeks.

“Asian carp isn’t only a delicious and healthy protein option, it’s
also an excellent option for restaurants as it’s easy to prepare

“For us, these events really are the best of all worlds,” Callahan

and sourcing it is very economical,” said Roy Sorce, president,

said. “They’re introducing Illinoisans to a new fish with dishes

Sorce Freshwater Company. “As a distributor, we see the

they already love, present new possibilities for restaurant

benefits not only for restauranteurs and hungry and discerning

owners in local communities and are helping enhance work

patrons, but also for our waterways. The more carp we remove,

already underway to protect Illinois waterways.”

the better our native fish and ecological systems will fare.”
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COVID UPDATE:

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH ANNOUNCE:
#SLEEVEUP FLU SHOT SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN

G

etting a flu vaccine is more important than ever as
we brace for a dual outbreak of flu and COVID-19
this fall and winter. The Illinois Department of Public

Health (IDPH) and local health departments across Illinois are
challenging everyone to roll their #SleeveUp to get a flu shot
and help protect not only themselves, but those around them.
Show you support by using the hashtag #SleeveUp on social
media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok) and
show you care about the health of those around you and are
doing your part to #FightFlu.
By increasing the number of people who are vaccinated, we can
help reduce the number of flu illnesses, hospitalizations, and
deaths, which can in turn help reduce the burden on our medical
system and save medical resources for patients with COVID-19.

• MASK UP: Cover your nose and mouth with a mask when out in public.

Wearing a mask, washing your hands often, getting a flu

• LATHER UP: Wash your hands frequently with soap and water.

vaccine, and watching your distance are four simple actions that

• SLEEVE UP: Roll up your sleeve to get a flu shot.

everyone, especially people at higher risk of developing serious

• BACK UP: Keep 6 feet of distance between you and others.

flu complications, should take to help reduce the spread of flu.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN YOUR COUNTY?
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
If you have an article you would like shared in the
next newsletter, email Ryan at

Ryan@FrontlineCo.com
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COVID UPDATE:

PRITZKER ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCES
FEDERAL SBA ASSISTANCE FOR COUNTIES
IMPACTED BY CIVIL UNREST

Low interest, long-term loans will boost economic recovery for qualifying
businesses impacted by civil unrest

S

PRINGFIELD – Governor JB Pritzker today announced

experienced temporary loss of revenue due to a disaster or

the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) has

emergency. These SBA loans can help businesses meet their

approved the state’s request for federal assistance to

financial obligations and cover operational expenses that could

help businesses and private non-profits in more than 60 counties

have been met had the disaster not occurred.

recover from economic injury stemming from civil unrest that

Businesses and private non-profits can borrow up to $2 million.

took place in Illinois between May 26 and July 30. Qualifying

A loan amount is based on the actual economic injury of the

businesses will be eligible for up to $2 million in emergency

business and its financial needs, regardless of whether the

loans for working capital, which includes operational costs, PPE,

business suffered any property damage.

payroll and more.

“We all know the devastating toll that COVID-19 has placed

These Economic Injury Disaster Loans from the SBA are available

on our Illinois businesses, complicated further by property

for qualifying businesses in the following counties: Adams,

damages due to events of civil unrest. Under Governor Pritzker’s

Boone, Champaign, DuPage, Kane, Knox, LaSalle, Macon,

leadership, we have acted quickly to deploy nearly $1 billion

McLean, Morgan, Peoria, Sangamon, St. Clair, Stephenson,

in emergency relief programs for businesses and communities

Tazewell, Will and Winnebago. Businesses in the contiguous

in every corner of the state – focusing on those experiencing

counties of Brown, Bureau, Carroll, Cass, Christian, Clinton,

the most acute impact of this crisis first,” said Department of

Cook, DeWitt, DeKalb, Douglas, Edgar, Ford, Fulton, Greene,

Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) Director Erin B.

Grundy, Handcock, Henry, Jo Davies, Kankakee, Kendall, Lee,

Guthrie. “Still, given the magnitude of the current economic

Livingston,

Mason,

crisis, Illinois cannot solve these challenges alone. That is why

McHenry, Menard, Mercer, Monroe, Montgomery, Moultrie,

DCEO is committed to continuing to partner with the SBA to

Ogle, Piatt, Pike, Putnam, Randolph, Schuyler, Scott, Shelby,

maximize the availability of assistance programs that can help

Stark, Vermilion, Warren, Washington, and Woodford may also

more Illinois small businesses offset their losses and rebuild

apply for the Economic Injury Disaster Loans.

stronger for the future.”

“2020 has been a tumultuous year for so many communities,

A broad survey discovered more than $32 million in economic

and the Illinois Emergency Management Agency is committed

losses associated with the civil unrest across the state. The

to exploring all options to expedite the recovery process for

economic losses to these businesses stemmed from a multitude

homeowners, business owners and non-profit organizations,”

of encounters with demonstrators that led to reduced services

said Illinois Emergency Management Agency Director Alicia

and hours of business, as well as the inability of consumers to

Tate-Nadeau.

frequent these establishments.

Logan,

Macoupin,

Madison,

Marshall,

Economic Injury Disaster Loans provide economic relief to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

small businesses and private non-profit organizations that
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Through the SBA’s Virtual Business Recovery Center (VBRC),

nearest Small Business Development Center can be found here.

applicants can receive one-on-one assistance via phone,

The filing deadline to return applications for economic injury

skype, and webinars. Virtual customer support representatives

applications is July 13, 2021.

can help applicants complete their applications and answer

Applicants may apply online using the Electronic Loan

questions related to the application process.

Application (ELA) via SBA’s secure website at DisasterLoan.sba.

Virtual Business Recovery Center (VBRC)

gov. Loan applications can also be downloaded from www.sba.

Open: Sunday- Monday (7 days/week)

gov/disaster and mailed to: U.S. Small Business Administration,
Processing and Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport Road,

Hours: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. EDT

Fort Worth, TX 76155.
Email: FOCE-Help@sba.gov
The State of Illinois previously received an SBA declaration for
Phone for Individuals & Businesses: 800-659-2955

Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry and Will counties due to

Individuals who are deaf or hard-of-hearing may call 800-877-8339.

physical property damage as a result of civil unrest during a

Additionally, business advisors at any of Illinois’ 42 Small

similar timeframe. The deadline for these counties to apply for

Business Development Centers (SBDCs) are available to assist

loans under the June 2020 disaster declaration is March 23, 2021.

with the application process. Contact information for the

COVID UPDATE:

IDPH ISSUES COVID-19
HOLIDAY SEASON SAFETY TIPS
Plan ahead for the holidays and consider alternatives

S

PRINGFIELD – As Illinoisans prepare to spend the

by plane, train, or bus can mean standing in lines and sitting

holidays with family and friends, the Illinois Department

less than 6 feet from people for long periods of time. Traveling

of Public Health (IDPH) is offering recommendations on

by car may include stops along the way for gas, food, and

how to celebrate safer during the COVID-19 pandemic. During a

bathroom break.

time when social distancing and limiting the number of people

face coverings during travel.

at gatherings is important, special considerations should be

Decrease your risk by consistently wearing

If you are hosting a holiday gathering, limit the number of guests

taken.

and try to have as many activities outside as weather permits.

“COVID-19 has changed the way we work, live, and play, and will

If your gathering needs to be inside, try to increase air flow by

now change how we plan to celebrate the holidays,” said IDPH

partially opening a couple windows. Please prepare yourself and

Director Dr. Ngozi Ezike. “While the safest way to celebrate is with

your guests to wear masks indoors when not eating and drinking.

members of your household and connecting with others virtually,

Limit your activities in the two weeks before your gathering and

we know, for many, the holidays are all about family and friends,

ask your guests to do the same. This will decrease the risk of

so we want to provide some tips on how to celebrate safer.”

exposure to the virus and further spread.

Traveling increases the chance of spreading COVID-19. When

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

planning travel, consider the mode of transportation. Traveling
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Try to do gift shopping online by looking at local store websites

up antibodies that will help protect you from flu, so get it now

and choosing pick-up options. Grocery shopping online with

to help protect you and others during the holidays. Roll your

delivery and curbside pick-up is also available in many locations.

#SleeveUp and get your flu shot.

If you need to shop in-person, try to go at a time when stores

For more holiday safety tips, go to the IDPH website under guidance.

are not as busy.

Following guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and

Think about the seating arrangements if you are planning a

Prevention, IDPH is now reporting separately both confirmed

meal. Keep members of the same household together and try

and probable cases and deaths on its website. Reporting

to put space between one family and another.

probable cases will help show the potential burden of COVID-19
When serving food, avoid a buffet-style or potluck setting and

illness and efficacy of population-based non-pharmaceutical

consider having one person serve all the food so that multiple

interventions. IDPH will update these data once a week.

people are not handling the serving utensils. Also try to limit
the number of people going in and out of areas where food is

*All data are provisional and will change. In order to rapidly

being prepared – like the kitchen and dining room.

report COVID-19 information to the public, data are being
reported in real-time. Information is constantly being entered

If you are sick, do not travel and do not attend gatherings and

into an electronic system and the number of cases and deaths

celebrations. Even if your symptoms are mild, you may still be able

can change as additional information is gathered. For health

to infect others, and no one wants the gift of sickness this season.
To help stave off illness, get your flu vaccine now.

questions about COVID-19, call the hotline at 1-800-889-3931 or

It takes

email dph.sick@illinois.gov.

the body several weeks after receiving the vaccine to build
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NACO UPDATE:

A

TELEHEALTH COALITION
new Coalition to Protect Our Telehealth is urging

their request. The current executive orders guiding telehealth

the General Assembly to make the changes to

now expires October 17 but will be extended throughout the

telehealth guidelines, now issued under Executive

pandemic emergency. Commercial health insurance companies

Order, permanent in state law. The coalition includes AARP

must cover telehealth services and reimburse providers at the

Illinois, the Illinois State Medical Society, the Illinois Health

same rate as in-person visits for all services. Insurance companies

and Hospital Association, the Kennedy Forum, long term care

are prohibited from charging any cost-sharing, like copays.

facility associations, and other provider groups. The groups

https://www.naco.org/events/naco-virtual-federal-policy-summit

include payment and coverage parity for telehealth services in

NACO UPDATE:

N

NACO VIRTUAL FEDERAL POLICY
SUMMIT OCTOBER 21-22, 2020
ACo’s Virtual Federal Policy Summit will connect

– broadband, healthcare, infrastructure, COVID-19 relief, public

county

federal

lands, disaster assistance and more. With ongoing challenges

agency partners, and other key decision makers

related to in-person meetings, NACo’s Virtual Federal Policy

and thought leaders. Please join us for this two-day summit

Summit is a prime opportunity to connect, learn and share practical

featuring informative speakers with practical advice on a range

information and resources to help strengthen your county.

officials,

members

of

Congress,

of policy issues and updates on the federal policy landscape
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WHAT’S GOING ON IN YOUR COUNTY?
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
If you have an article you would like shared in the
next newsletter, email Ryan at

Ryan@FrontlineCo.com

