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GOV. PRITZKER SIGNS LAW CAPPING INSULIN COSTS
AT $100/MONTH FOR 1.3 MILLION ILLINOISANS

C

HICAGO — Gov. JB Pritzker
signed SB 667 into law today,
capping out of pocket insulin
costs at $100 for a 30-day

government

their experience,” said Senator Manar. “Their

back on the side of working families.”

stories propelled Senate Bill 667 through

our promise

to

put

state

Diabetes affects approximately 1,300,000

the legislature with bipartisan support by
evoking a shared belief that unites us all —

supply. The new law is an important step
forward in lowering healthcare costs for
working families making Illinois a leader in
ensuring healthcare is a right, not a privilege.
The 1.3 million Illinoisans who rely on insulin
will no longer face soaring prescription drug
prices that force them to make tough decisions.

adults in Illinois. All people with Type 1 diabetes

“Health care is a right for all, not a privilege
and that is why I am so proud that we
created an insulin price cap that successfully
puts patients above profit,” said Governor
Pritzker. “As we work to address the high
cost of prescription drug prices that are
burdening millions all across our state,
this new law is an essential step in fulfilling

it until they can afford the next prescription.

neighbors,” said Representative Guzzardi. “It’s

One in four Type 1 diabetics have reported

a first step toward reining in out-of-control

insulin underuse due to the high cost of insulin.

drug costs in our state.”

and some with Type 2 diabetes need insulin,
but regular price hikes make insulin difficult

the health and humanity of our neighbors isn’t
a tool to be leveraged for exorbitant profit.”

to afford for the uninsured and those whose

“I’m proud to see SB 667 signed into law today.

coverage requires significant cost sharing.

The outrageous cost of insulin is hurting

Many patients either forego insulin or they
ration their prescribed insulin dose to stretch

“I’m deeply grateful for the brave individuals
and families, some of which are here today,
who stepped up and challenged the status

too many families in Illinois, and this bill will
provide some protection for thousands of our

The majority of the law’s provisions go into
effect in January 2021; provisions requiring an
insulin pricing report take effect immediately.

quo on behalf of millions of families who share
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NACO LAUNCHES NEW COUNTY JUSTICE PEER
LEARNING NETWORK WITH 13 COUNTIES

Photo credit to www.naco.org/resources/signature-projects/safety-and-justice-challenge

N

ACo will kick off its County
Justice Peer Learning Network

The 13 counties participating are:

programs to reduce the number of individuals

•

Bernalillo County, N.M.

with mental illness in their jails using a racial

•

Coconino County, Ariz.

and ethnic disparities lens. The PLN counties

Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation’s Safety

•

Dane County, Wis.

and Justice Challenge (SJC), NACo will

•

Douglas County, Kan.

•

Durham County, N.C.

•

Eau Claire County, Wis.

accomplishments will be distilled in a report

•

Franklin County, Ohio

highlighting

health and human services stakeholders,

•

Lake County, Ill.

looking to address mental illness and racial

including

•

Lucas County, Ohio

•

Merrimack County, N.H.

providers, will explore the intersection of

•

Newton County, Ga.

mental health and racial and ethnic disparities

•

Sauk County, Wis.

(PLN) in January. With the
support of the John D. and

support 13 counties from across the country
with creating strategies to address justiceinvolved individuals with mental illness while
examining racial and ethnic disparities in their
justice systems. Teams made up of justice,
commissioners,

judges,

jail

administrators, human service directors and
community-based mental health treatment

for justice-involved individuals and best
treatment and services rather than jail. Teams

Whatcom County,
Wash.
From January 2020 to June 2021, the chosen

will leverage resources and strategies from the

counties will receive light technical assistance

SJC and other NACo initiatives such as Stepping

from NACo and subject matter experts to

Up and Data-Driven Justice as part of their efforts.

plan, implement and sustain policies and

practices to engage people in appropriate

•
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will also engage with other county leaders
in the SJC network through quarterly virtual
network calls and two peer exchanges. At the
end of the 18-month period, each county’s

best

practices

for

counties

and ethnic disparities in their own jurisdictions.
This PLN and blog post are supported by
the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation as part of the Safety and Justice
Challenge, which seeks to reduce overincarceration by changing the way America
thinks about and uses jails.

BY ZACH GEORGE • JANUARY 21, 2020

APPLY NOW: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION AWARDING UP TO $906 MILLION
IN GRANT FUNDING FOR INFRASTRUCTURE
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

T

he U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) recently

for small projects. Additionally, DOT will direct at least 25 percent of

announced up to $906 million in available funds through

INFRA grant funding to rural projects.

the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) program.

According to DOT, INFRA grants may be used to fund a variety of

INFRA grants provide federal funding for transportation

infrastructure projects aimed at addressing critical issues facing

infrastructure projects, though shovel-ready projects that have a

America’s highways and bridges. The deadline to apply is February 25,

significant local match are typically favored. Eligible projects include:

2020, and instructions for submitting applications can be found here.

reconstruction, rehabilitation and acquisition of property (including land

The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act of 2015

related to the project and improvements to the land), environmental

established the INFRA program, which awarded $902.5 million to 20

mitigation, construction contingencies, equipment acquisition and

projects in Fiscal Year 2019. In this round of INFRA funding, DOT intends

operational improvements directly related to system performance.

to award both large and small projects. Large and small projects must
meet a threshold of at least $25 million and $5 million, respectively,
and no less than 10 percent of available funds will be made available

JANUARY 21, 2020

NEW SENATE PRESIDENT ELECTED

Photo credit to donharmon.org
Members of the Illinois State Senate met in Springfield on Sunday,

of the Illinois State Senate. Harmon was first elected to the Senate in
2002, and brings 17 years of experience in the upper chamber to his
new position.

January 19, 2020, for the purpose of electing a successor to retiring
Senate President John Cullerton (D-Chicago).
Senator Don Harmon (D-Oak Park) was elected as the 39th President

3

PRITZKER ADMINISTRATION LAUNCHES
NEW INITIATIVE TO INVEST IN
OPPORTUNITY ZONES ACROSS THE STATE

D

CEO Will Award $12 Million in
Competitive Grants to Support
Capital Projects in Underserved
Communities

(CHICAGO) - As part of Governor JB Pritzker’s
historic

$45

billion

capital program,

the

Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity

(DCEO)

today

announced

a

new initiative to invest $12 million to support
investment in the state’s opportunity zones. The
agency will be issuing a competitive notice of
funding opportunity (NOFO) in the coming days.
Governor Pritzker announced this new program
at an event to announce a commitment by Fifth
Third Bank and the Chicago-based Decennial
Group to invest nearly $15 million in Illinois’
opportunity zones.
“Supporting equitable economic growth is
one of the central goals of our historic $45
billion capital plan,” said Gov. JB Pritzker. “By

Photo credit to www.illinoisopportunityzones.org

investing $12 million in Rebuild Illinois funds

Economic Plan is focused on catalyzing fair

in Opportunity Zone projects, we can take

criteria such as job creation, community support,

and equitable economic growth that lifts up

advantage of this federal tax incentive to stretch

project readiness and viability, the availability of

communities across Illinois,” said DCEO Director

matching financing, alignment of the project

Erin Guthrie. “Pairing our Rebuild Illinois capital

with the Governor’s 5-Year Economic Plan, and

dollars with the incentives offered by federal

ability of the project to have a positive economic

Opportunity Zones allows us to achieve greater

impact in communities of need. Applicants are

DCEO will invite communities, nonprofits,

impact in underserved and economically

encouraged to work with nonprofits, community

developers,

distressed areas.”

organizations,

our capital dollars further while creating jobs
and opportunity in communities that have
suffered from a lack of investment for decades.”

and

other

stakeholders

to

compete for $12 million in capital grants to
support projects in Opportunity Zones. These
capital grants will offer matching funds for
infrastructure, utility, remediation and other

Opportunity Zones are defined as distressed
or economically underserved areas census
tracts. Certain types of investments made in

site preparedness related costs for affordable

opportunity zones that meet specific criteria

housing,

and

stand to receive favorable capital gains tax

commercial real estate projects that will create

benefits at both the federal and state levels.

jobs and growth. Once the NOFO is posted,

Illinois designated 327 Opportunity Zones in

interested parties will have 90 days to prepare

2018, and a map of the state’s zones can be

and submit grant applications.

found here.

“The

community

Pritzker

development,

administration’s

Five-Year

elected

officials,

and

other

stakeholders to obtain letters that demonstrate
local and regional support.
DCEO will host workshops and webinars
across Illinois to offer additional guidance on
completing grant applications and answer
questions. These events are being coordinated
with local Small Business Development Centers
across the state. Interested parties can e-mail
opportunityzones@illinois.gov to sign up to
receive updates on DCEO opportunity zone

In scoring grant applications, DCEO will consider
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programming in the future.

FEBRUARY 10, 2020

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
RELEASES COMPLIANCE GUIDELINES FOR
SEXUAL HARASSMENT PREVENTION TRAINING

T

oday, the Illinois Department of
Human Rights (IDHR) launched
an information-based webpage
concerning Public Act 101-0221

(commonly referred to as the Workplace
Transparency Act), a law that requires all Illinois
employers to provide sexual harassment
prevention training to their employees on an
annual basis.

Photo credit to www2.illinois.gov/dhr

“Dismantling

the

surrounding

sexual

culture

of

silence

harassment

requires

Training Standards for all Employers

Rights Act (IHRA). IDHR’s model training

education and mandatory training, which

• Minimum Sexual Harassment Prevention

program will be available to the public by the

are our biggest tools to fight this pervasive

Training Standards for Restaurants & Bars

end of February.

problem,” said IDHR Director Jim Bennett.

• Minimum Standards for Policy on Sexual

“The launch of this webpage is the first of

Harassment Prevention for Restaurants & Bars

many steps as IDHR works to administer and
enforce this landmark legislation throughout
2020 and beyond. Together, we can create an
Illinois where victims of sexual harassment
are taken seriously, incidents are thoroughly
investigated

and

offenders

are

held

Formerly Senate Bill 75, Public Act 101-0221
was signed into law by Governor Pritzker in
August 2019. Under this Act, Illinois employers
have until December 31, 2020 to train
employees on sexual harassment prevention.
Act

provides

IDHR provide

minimum

Training Institute webpage at www.illinois.
gov/dhr/training.

a training module at no cost to Illinois
employers and the general public. In addition

The Illinois Department of Human Rights

to the webpage, IDHR is in the process of

administers the IHRA. The IHRA prohibits

developing

a

model sexual harassment

prevention training program for use by

accountable.”

The

The Act also mandates that

For more information, please visit IDHR’s

employers. Employers may develop their
own sexual harassment prevention training

discrimination
to

in

employment,

accommodations,

Illinois
financial

with

respect

credit,

public

and

sexual

housing,

program that meets or exceeds the minimum

harassment in education. For more information,

training standards outlined in Section 2-109(B)

visit IDHR’s homepage.

and/or Section 2-110(C) of the Illinois Human

standards

that must be included in the training, with
additional supplemental training and policy
requirements for restaurants and bars. To
assist Illinois employers with compliance,
IDHR has developed several informational
handouts, including:

WHAT’S GOING ON IN YOUR COUNTY?
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
If you have an article you would like shared in the
next newsletter, email Ryan at

Ryan@FrontlineCo.com

• FAQ for Sexual Harassment Prevention
Training
• Minimum Sexual Harassment Prevention
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Photo credit to www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/newsroom/Pages/default.aspx

GOV. PRITZKER’S STATE OF THE STATE:
ILLINOIS GROWING STRONGER EACH DAY
GOVERNOR OUTLINES ETHICS REFORM PRIORITIES TO RESTORE FAITH IN GOVERNMENT AND
EMPHASIZES CONTINUING TO WORK TOGETHER TO BUILD ON SUCCESSES

S

pringfield, Ill. – Governor JB

scourge that has been plaguing our political

us who were discriminated against, harmed,

Pritzker delivered his State of

system for far too long,” said Gov. JB Pritzker.

treated as lesser, and forgotten – lasting

the State address, showcasing

“We must root out the purveyors of greed and

damage that echoes through too many

how Illinois is growing stronger

corruption — in both parties — whose presence

communities today. We are obligated to make

each day – from improving financial stability to

infects the bloodstream of government. It’s no

our future more equitable and fair.”

historic bipartisan accomplishments. Working

longer enough to sit idle while under-the-table

with members of both parties, Governor

deals, extortion, or bribery persist. Protecting

passed a balanced budget on time, launched a

that culture or tolerating it is no longer

historic capital plan to transform infrastructure

acceptable. We must take urgent action to

throughout

record

restore the public’s trust in our government.

investments in education. Using that progress

That’s why we need to pass real, lasting ethics

as a blueprint, the Governor emphasized

reform this legislative session.”

the

state

and

made

that the state can continue to address our
challenges when we work together.

The Governor also looked forward, outlining
an agenda that prioritizes fiscal stability while

The Governor stressed that the state’s

rebuilding a hollowed-out state government
to provide key services.

historic progress must not be hampered by

The following are the Governor’s remarks as
prepared for delivery:
Speaker

Madigan,

President

Harmon,

Leader Durkin, Leader Brady, Lieutenant
Governor Stratton, my fellow constitutional
officers, members of the General Assembly,
distinguished guests and people of Illinois –
I want to begin by thanking the First Lady of
Illinois, my wife, MK – With quiet strength and
with little fanfare, you’ve worked hard over the

corruption and self-dealing and urged the

“Bit by bit, inch by inch, I am working hard

General Assembly to pass comprehensive

to reverse the harm that has been done to

ethics reform, including a ban on lawmakers

people and communities that have been left

lobbying any unit of government, more

behind over many generations by government

disclosure of conflicts of interest with stiff

policies and elected officials who were

some of our state’s most vulnerable people.

penalties for withholding information, and a

content to simply ignore them,” said Gov. JB

I want to say thank you for making some

revolving door prohibition for lawmakers.

Pritzker. “I remind myself every day that I have
obligations not just to the current people of

“We have to work together to confront a

Illinois, but to the many people who preceded

6

last year to make this state more inclusive and
welcoming to all, from DuQuoin to Springfield
to Chicago, caring about and advocating for

CONTINUED ON PAGES 7 -11

Let me share one small example: The story of
the Thompson Center flags.
Sometime last summer, a watchful Twitter
citizen noticed that the flags flying outside
the state government building in Chicago, the
James R. Thompson Center, were hanging a
bit haphazardly from their rods, dangling by
their last threads.
I have to admit, I didn’t notice it. In fact no one
among the 2,000 people working there seemed
to notice it – maybe because you could spend
all day noticing things dangling by their last
threads in the Thompson Center if you tried.
So we did a little research and found that the flags
used to be serviced by a small, fourth generation
James R. Thompson Center, Chicago IL. photo credit to
www.architecture.org/learn/resources/buildings-of-chicago/building/thompson-center/
important aspects of Illinois shine once again.
To now former Senate President John Cullerton:
I want to express my heartfelt gratitude for your

tended Illinois’ flags for a century’s worth of
parades, state visits, and sports championships.

women the right to vote. The first cell phone was
invented here. So was the first television remote
control and the first widely used Internet browser.

many years of service to our state. You have
always fought for your constituents and for all

What all these things have in common is that

the people of Illinois with a clear devotion, with

they were the product of the talented and

a vision to advance this state as a national leader

forward-thinking people of our state.

in healthcare, education and civil rights, and with
a willingness to listen and seek compromise at

family-owned business in Chicago that has

Illinois is great because our people are great.

just the right moments. John, you’ve brought

But during the last few years – you guessed it
– the flag company stopped getting paid. Like
so many other small businesses in Illinois that
were caught up in the budget impasse, this
company did their best, but the Thompson
Center flags ended up falling into disrepair
Once the dangling flags were brought to my
attention, we contacted the company and
heard their story. We immediately paid them

kindness and humor in even the toughest days

That’s why it’s been important to me as governor

in the General Assembly, and everyone on both

to listen – truly to hear people from across our

sides of the aisle in this chamber will miss you

state who come with passion and perspective

as you embark on a new chapter of your life

that’s different than my own. Keeping an open

with your beloved wife Pam, who has made so

door policy means that I’ve been rewarded with

many personal sacrifices over the last 41 years,

As it turns out, fixing those flags made people

a wealth of constructive feedback, advice and

as many unsung heroic spouses do. On behalf

really happy. In fact it’s the most pleased

help from Democrats and Republicans alike –

Twitter has ever been with me. I think it’s

an indication that perhaps, here in Illinois, we are

because this simple story about a flag at the

not as divided in our values and goals as some

Thompson Center is a metaphor for where

would have you believe.

state government has been – and where it’s

of a grateful state, we thank you both.
And in turn, I look forward to working with our
new Senate President, a friend and ally for more
than a quarter century and a long-time champion
of the Fair Tax amendment, Don Harmon.
My friends, it has been a little over a year
since I was inaugurated Governor. I have a
real abiding love for the work I do every day…
and a deep respect for how fundamentally
humbling it is to serve in this office.

what they were owed, and the next weekend
they came with a huge ladder truck and fixed
it so our state’s flags flew straight once again.

going. And it reminded me that - we have a
Our state has challenges. We inherited a

choice about how we tell our story. We could

mess that was years in the making, and it had

spend our time reliving every past failure,

bipartisan roots. On day one it was clear to
me that we had a government infrastructure
that had withered from neglect and a lack of
public trust. At times, it seemed like even the
most basic things – like getting a governmentissued iPad to work – were hard to do.

Illinois is a state with a grand history of profound

every bygone insult and fight – or we could
fix things and be ardent voices on behalf of
an agenda of opportunity in the years ahead.
The last year has shown what we can do when
we roll up our sleeves and work together to
restore stability to our state.
Those who would shout doom and gloom

impact on our nation and our world. We’ve sent

But one thing I know in life is that if you want

four transformative Presidents to the White House.

to make profound change in a broken system,

We were the first state to ratify two of the most

you have to do the next good thing that

– but they are not many.

important amendments to the U.S. Constitution,

needs to get done. Big problems become big

wresting the public conversation in Illinois

one abolishing slavery and another granting

problems when you let small problems sit.

back from people concerned with one thing
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might be loud – using social media bots and
paid hacks to advance their false notions
You see, we’re

and one thing only — predicting total disaster,

business: Heartland Kids Early Learning

bipartisan infrastructure bill. Rebuild Illinois

spending hundreds of millions of dollars

Center in Marion, Illinois. Over the years,

will create and support 500,000 jobs in

promoting it, and then doing everything in

hundreds of Williamson County’s babies and

the state as we fix our aging and crumbling

their power to make it happen.

toddlers have gone through her program,

roads and bridges, bring broadband to parts

which is one of the top-ranked in the state.

of the state that are internet deserts, as well

I’m here to tell the carnival barkers, the

as modernize our hospitals, our community

doomsayers, the paid professional critics – the

But as with hundreds of childcare providers

centers,

State of our State is growing stronger each day.

across Illinois and more than ten thousand

universities and colleges – all of the things

parents, the budget crisis became Bonnie’s

that keep us going and growing.

Don’t believe me? Consider these facts...
Today the Illinois economy supports 6.2
million jobs. This is the most jobs on record
for our state, and we now have the lowest
unemployment rate in history. Last year, for the
first time in nearly 20 years, every major region
in our state was growing simultaneously –
and even more remarkably, communities in
southern Illinois like Carbondale have led that
growth. Over the past year, Illinois has reduced
its unemployment rate more than ALL of the
top twenty most populated states in the nation —
and more than our Midwestern peers.

state made Inc Magazine’s List of Fastest
Growing Businesses in the Nation, including
companies in Columbia and Rock Island, St.
Charles and O’Fallon, Taylorville and Chicago.
Student

applications

to

Illinois’

public

universities increased last fall for the first time

nation, accounting for nearly 10 percent of all
computer science degrees awarded in the
entire United States.

pleasure of attending many local events
celebrating the jobs and projects that Rebuild

Bonnie, one of only three childcare centers in

Illinois is bringing to our communities. Most

Marion, almost had to close her doors.

times those events are attended by legislators
and mayors and local officials of both political

But this year, with the increase in state funding

parties, and it’s clear that when we stand

for childcare that we announced in December,

together in front of the public and talk about

Bonnie is not only able to stay in business
but has a plan for teacher training, rebuilding
enrollment,

classroom

improvements,

and even beginning the process of hiring
investments, dozens more parents in Marion
can go to work, and Bonnie can get back to
the business that matters most to her: caring
for the children of Southern Illinois.

and schools – we restore a little bit of the
public’s trust that has been lost in government
institutions at all levels in the past few decades.
Rebuild Illinois is about more than just roads,
bridges and universities; it’s about jobs:
the kind of jobs that help you raise a family.

thank her for all she does for her community,

And together, we did more to make these

for our kids, and for our state.

jobs more inclusive and diverse, by investing
in the Illinois Works program to recruit new

For the first time in a decade, we passed a

construction apprentices and set strong

Governor JB Pritzker at Heartland Kids Early Learning Center in Marion, Illinois photo credit to
www.facebook.com/Heartland-Kids-Early-Learning-Center-Inc-239868376114968/

in job creation, cradle to career education,
and physical and mental healthcare. Even the
credit rating agencies and financial analysts
described a “distinct improvement” in our
fiscal stability, and investors took notice and
lowered our state’s borrowing rate.
an

bridges and roads and childcare centers

Bonnie Brackett is here today, and we want to

budget on time, with renewed investments

is

what we are doing together to literally rebuild

middle class careers with wages and benefits,

We passed a bipartisan, truly balanced

budget

our

of 14 teachers from a high of 21.

And just look at what a difference a year can make.

balanced

facilities,

Over the last several months I’ve had the

Our great state has an awful lot that’s going right

A

police

At one point, Bonnie’s staff dropped to a low

in many years. Illinois is the second-largest
producer of computer science degrees in the

state

crisis and disrupted families across the area.

more staff. Now, thanks to our bipartisan

237 Illinois businesses from all over the

our

important

accomplishment, but it’s more than just about
fiscal discipline. It’s a moral document that
reflects our values as a state.
Thirteen years ago, Bonnie Brackett and her
family opened the doors on a new family
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Governor Pritzker Signs $45 Billion Rebuild Illinois Capital Plan photo credit to idot.illinois.gov/about-idot/stay-connected/blog/rebuild-illinois
goals for our public works projects to include

someone has to pay their parking ticket is if

best state in the nation to raise a young family.

diverse employees.

they can travel to work. We restored driving

Today, 20,000 more kids are getting childcare,

privileges to more than 50,000 people.

and thousands more are going to preschool.
To address our state’s shortage of teachers, we

With me today is Reggie Marizetts Junior, a
first-year apprentice with Laborers’ Local 165

When public policy makes it a crime to be

in Peoria. Reggie fell in love with hands-on

poor, it ends up costing us all. The situation

work early in his life, and it’s his apprenticeship

you may be born into, the struggles you may

where he is learning all the skills to succeed

be born with — even the struggles you never

not just now, but for decades to come. Reggie

expected to be your own — should not be

intends to become a full-time journeyman and

allowed to write your entire future.

later to pursue his lifelong dream: opening a
father-son construction company with his

We’ve also begun the long work of tackling our

dad. Reggie, please stand so we can cheer for

pension problems. In addition to expanding

your hard work and your bright future.

our state pension buyout program, in the fall
veto session we accomplished something that

raised the minimum teacher salary so we can
retain educators in Illinois, and we made it more
attractive for out-of-state teachers to move here.
We made it easier for high school graduates
to get a skilled wage by expanding vocational
training and career and technical education
for the first time in a decade. And after years of
decline, we are turning around university student
enrollment by making college more affordable,
expanding scholarships to an additional 10,000
college-bound students – and this fall, more than
half of the families in our state will be eligible for

Over the next six years, in addition to our

eluded governors and General Assemblies

expansion of apprenticeships, Rebuild Illinois

for almost 75 years by consolidating 650

will transform our infrastructure – even as we

downstate and suburban first responder

create a lot more opportunities for Reggie and

pension systems – which will alleviate local

thousands of young people just like him, with

property tax burdens and strengthen the

steady work that will help make sure that our

funds that offer a decent retirement to our

economy works for everyone.

police and firefighters.

Last year we made enormous strides toward

Maybe more significantly – the bill we

equality and opportunity when Democrats and

passed was supported by both a leading

Republicans came together to legalize adult-

progressive Representative, Will Guzzardi,

use cannabis with the most equity-centric

AND an outspoken conservative Senator, Dan

legislation in the nation which will result in

We

McConchie.

mammograms and reproductive health. And

63,000 new jobs, and new opportunities
for entrepreneurs, especially those from
communities that have been left behind. It
gives us a chance to collect tax revenue from
the residents of Wisconsin, Missouri, Iowa and
Indiana, and most importantly, we’re giving
a second chance to hundreds of thousands
of people who had a low level cannabis
conviction or arrest on their record.
The bipartisan License to Work Act that I

free tuition at the University of Illinois.
We made healthcare more available – and
more affordable.
Working with Senator Andy Manar, we capped
out-of-pocket insulin costs at $100 for a 30day supply so that no one in Illinois has to
decide between buying food and paying for
the medicine they need to stay alive.
expanded

insurance

coverage

for

we protected people who need treatment for
All I can say is, anything is possible.

life-threatening allergic reactions.

We did big things to help people. Real people

Overall, the number of opioid related deaths

who live and work here every day. We raised

are declining.

the minimum wage, advanced equal pay for
women and minorities, provided millions

We diminished dependence on opioids by

of Illinoisans relief from high interest on

reforming the medical cannabis program

consumer debt, and expanded health care to

to cover chronic pain conditions, and we’re

tens of thousands more people across the state.

focused on using evidence-based practices
to reduce racial disparities as we continue to

signed two weeks ago ended the practice of

We are reaffirming that our most important

revoking driver’s licenses for unpaid parking

commitments are to our children and their

tickets and fines – because often the only way

education. Mark my words, Illinois will be the
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battle the opioid crisis.
In the face of the resurgences of measles,

extortion, or bribery persist. Protecting that
culture or tolerating it is no longer acceptable.
We must take urgent action to restore the
public’s trust in our government. That’s why
we need to pass real, lasting ethics reform this
legislative session.
Honest members of the General Assembly
from both sides of the aisle have some good
ideas, and so do I.
It’s time to end the practice of legislators
serving as paid lobbyists. In fact it’s time
to end the for-profit influence peddling
among all elected officials at every level of
government in Illinois. Disclosure of conflicts
of interest and punishment for breaching
them must be included in any ethics package
for us to truly clean up government. Most
states have a revolving door provision for
legislators, and it’s time for Illinois to join them.
Elected officials shouldn’t be allowed to retire
and immediately start lobbying their former
Springfield Illinois Capitol. Photo credit to sangamoncountyhistory.org
mumps and other diseases, we restored

300,000 small businesses through the phase

federal funding of our state immunization

out of the corporate franchise tax. And we

program — which was shut down under the

laid the groundwork for new high-paying tech

previous administration.

jobs by opening new business incubators, by
incentivizing the building of new data centers,

We raised the age to buy cigarettes and

and by investing $100 million in a University of

vaping products to 21, so we can reduce youth

Illinois and University of Chicago partnership

tobacco use.

that will make Illinois the quantum computing
capital of the world.

colleagues. It’s wrong, and it’s got to stop.
There are many more ethics reforms that must
be addressed this spring, and I expect the
legislature’s bipartisan ethics commission to
issue its report in the next 8 weeks. Restoring
the public’s trust is of paramount importance.
Let’s not let the well-connected and wellprotected work the system while the interests
of ordinary citizens are forgotten. There is too
much that needs to be accomplished to lift up

We stood up for human rights and civil rights
when we put Donald Trump on notice that

Jobs and businesses are coming to this state

Illinois will not be complicit in his shameful

because we are investing in the things that

and draconian immigration policies.

have always made us great: a skilled workforce,
modern infrastructure, great public schools, top

We opted in — to welcoming refugees to

research universities, a robust agricultural sector,

Illinois – continuing a proud tradition in

and a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship

this state that stretches back to my great

literally built into the steel frames of our

grandparents, welcomed here a century ago

skyscrapers – themselves a symbol of Illinois’

after fleeing anti-Semitism in Europe.

ambition and belief in the future.

We invested in public safety by expanding

By almost every measure, over the past

the number of new Illinois State Troopers. And

year we’ve improved the financial wellbeing,

we’re building a new state police forensics lab

health, education and safety of the residents

so we can solve crimes faster and address the

of Illinois – and we did it working together.

backlog of DNA testing of rape evidence —
because crime victims shouldn’t have to wait

And now we have to work together to confront

for justice.

a scourge that has been plaguing our political
system for far too long. We must root out

all the people of Illinois.
The

overwhelming

majority

of

people

involved with government and public policy
and politics here in Illinois truly just want what
is best for this state. From legislators to citizen
activists to reporters – they chisel away at
intractable problems and put their shoulders
into making real, lasting institutional change.
They don’t get distracted or dejected –
whether they are battling poverty, fighting
for increased education funding, or fixing the
unglamorous but essential problems of our
state’s IT infrastructure. Illinois is full of people
who love our state and are willing to work
earnestly every day to fight for her.
Which is why we have to be committed to the

We stopped bad-mouthing the state and

the purveyors of greed and corruption — in

hard work of changing another aspect of the

started passing laws that make Illinois more

both parties — whose presence infects the

political culture in this state that has too often

attractive for businesses and jobs. Working

bloodstream of government. It’s no longer

rewarded a go-along-to-get-along attitude at

across the aisle, we brought tax relief for

enough to sit idle while under-the-table deals,

the expense of truly ethical conduct.
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When I took office a year ago, I hired people

the hard work of bringing prosperity and

looks like – and putting our state back on the

who came from all walks of life, all different

opportunity to all communities in Illinois

side of working families.

backgrounds – who were diverse in gender,

through a fairer tax system, job creation,

race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, geography

education and job training programs, child

A year ago, I shared a story at my Inauguration.

care and pre-school, and a focus on building

It was also about flags – about how a couple

essential tools of success such as high-speed

in Barrington, Illinois, had their Pride flag

Internet in all corners of our state.

stolen from their backyard and replaced with

and life experience and whose only loyalty is
to good ideas and good results. And I took
heat for it from some who had been here a
very long time. Many were incredulous that I
wasn’t just automatically hiring the same old
faces that get jobs year in and year out.

This spring, working with legislators, we will
begin the long path toward a fairer criminal

A commitment to diversity and inclusion

justice system. That starts with phasing

is not just a talking point for me, and I hope

out cash bail and following many of the

that the past year has proven that. I have an

recommendations made by the bipartisan

administration that looks far more like the

criminal justice reform commission created

state we represent than any that has come

by my predecessor, most of whose ideas

before it.

were never adopted because of the rancor

I have elevated talented people

who have been overlooked for far too long,
and our state is doing better because of it.
Change needs to happen. And much of this
change needs to happen outside of the scope
of legislation. It’s about how we, as public
officials, conduct ourselves in private that also
matters. Common sense and basic decency
need to prevail in the everyday interactions
that make government work.

People need

and dysfunction.

an American flag.
Bigots wrapping themselves in a veil of
patriotism are an increasingly familiar sight
these days, and it’s a dangerous trend.
But the community fought back. A neighbor,
Kim Filian, upon hearing about the incident,
put a Pride flag in her yard in solidarity. And
then suddenly lots of people were asking for

Our spring agenda must also address the

them, and she was giving out Pride flags to

pressing issue of adopting new clean energy

everyone in Barrington – they were popping

legislation that reduces carbon pollution,

up in yards all over the neighborhood.

promotes renewable energy, and accelerates
electrification of our transportation sector.

Kim told the news at the time: “Frankly, I’ve

We saw the effects of climate change right

grown weary of this, of all this hate. And I gotta

here in Illinois last year with a polar vortex,
devastating floods, record lake levels, and

to treat disgusting suggestions with disgust.

emergency declarations in more than a third

The old patronage system needs to die...

of Illinois’ counties.

say, it just seemed like there was one thing
that I could do that I had control of.”
I’ve thought a lot about that story this past

finally and completely. The input of women
and people of color need to be treated as

Urgent action is needed — but let me be clear,

year.

essential to decision making – not as some

the old ways of negotiating energy legislation

goodness and decency of the people who

token show of diversity.

are over. It’s time to put consumers and

live here in Illinois and about how hard they

climate first. I’m not going to sign an energy

will fight for each other.

Bit by bit, inch by inch, I am working hard

bill written by the utility companies.

to reverse the harm that has been done to
people and communities that have been

Property taxes in Illinois are simply too high.

left

by

That’s why it’s time to put the best ideas

government policies and elected officials who

to work from both sides of the aisle. Local

were content to simply ignore them. I remind

governments continue to max out their levies

myself every day that I have obligations not

even when they don’t need to. There are

just to the current people of Illinois, but to

perverse incentives in state law that encourage

behind

over

many

generations

the many people who preceded us who were
discriminated against, harmed, treated as
lesser, and forgotten – lasting damage that
echoes through too many communities today.
We are obligated to make our future more
equitable and fair.
I came into this office with the message that

that. We can change the law to support local

It reminds me that we all ought to think a little
like Kim Filian every day – to remember the
things we have control of.
So this past June, I asked Secretary of State
Jesse White to fly a Pride flag over the Illinois
state capitol for the first time in our history. After
all, we have a choice about how we tell our story,

governments and lower property taxes. And

and I want our Illinois story to be one of hope,

with nearly 7,000 units of government in

inclusion, opportunity and kindness. I want it

Illinois, it’s time to empower local taxpayers to

to be inspired every day by the fundamental

consolidate or eliminate them. These changes,

goodness of the people who live and work here

along with our landmark pension reform that

and who struggle so hard for a fair shot.

consolidated police and firefighter pensions,
can make a serious dent in property taxes.

I am committed to doing things differently in

Today in Illinois we are governing with our

my administration. A lot of folks didn’t believe

heads and our hearts. In a time when cynicism

me a year ago. Now you can see how far we can

has too often become the rule rather than the

come in a year – even when work still remains.

exception, we’re proving that we really can
make progress. We’re showing the rest of the

It’s time for us to recommit ourselves to

It reminds me of the fundamental

nation what pragmatic progressive leadership
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Those are good ideals to live by. Those are
good ideals to govern by.

Let’s all try to

remember them in the year ahead.
Thank you.

GUIDE TO GOVERNMENT SERVICES
CONTACT INFORMATION

Illinois.gov

Department of Transportation

Department of Veterans’ Affairs

Contact the Governor

Need info on road closures?

Questions about benefits

217-782-0244

GettingAroundIllinois.com

and assistance for veterans?

(Constituent Affairs Helpline)

217-782-7820

Illinois.gov/Veterans

866-273-3681 (TTY)

idva.media@illinois.gov

Springfield
217-782-6830 or 217-782-6831
888-261-3336 (TTY)

800-452-IDOT (4368)
(IDOT General Hotline)

800-437-9824 (Within Illinois)
217-782-6641 (Out-of-State)
217-5244645 (TTY)

Illinois Emergency
Management Agency
Need flooding assistance?

Department of Human Rights
Report harassment and discrimination
Illinois.gov/DHR
IDHR.webmail@illinois.gov

IEMA.Illinois.gov
217-782-2700 (IEMA Main Office)
800-782-7860 (24-hour Response)
888-614-2381 (TTY)

Department of Healthcare
and Family Services

Chicago
312-814-6200

312-814-6251
(Fax - Charge Processing)

800-226-0768

866-740-3953 (TTY)

Chicago

312-814-2460

800-437-9824 (Toll Free)

217-785-5100

Springfield, Illinois 62704

Chicago

312-814-1436 (Fax-Administration)

Illinois.gov/HFS

201 South Grand Avenue, East

217-524-0344 (Fax)

312-814-2764 (Fax)

Springfield

Prescott Bloom Building

217-782-6641 (Phone)

866-740-3953 (TTY)

Questions about healthcare?

Springfield

Springfield

217-785-5106 (FAX)

Department of Children
and Family Services
Report child abuse or neglect
Illinois.gov/DCFS

401 South Clinton

800-232-3798 / 217-524-2029

Chicago, Illinois 60607

(Info and Assistance)
1-800-252-2873
(Report Abuse or Neglect)

United Counties Council
of Illinois
Officers/Executive
Committee Members
David Meyer, President
WA S H I N GTO N C O U N T Y

David Zimmerman, Vice President
TA Z E W E L L C O U N T Y

Joseph Payette, Secretary
CARROLL COUNTY

P.E. Cross, Treasurer
H A M I LT O N C O U N T Y

Matthew Prochaska
KENDALL COUNTY

Mark Kern
S T. C L A I R C O U N T Y

Samuel L. Newton
STEPHENSON COUNTY
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